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GM’s Foreword
BG Tommy Tan Ah Han has taken over as the President of the SYFC
Management Committee on 30 Apr 18. On behalf of all the staff in SYFC, I would
like to express our appreciation to our out-going President, BG Kelvin Khong
Boon Leong, for his guidance during his tenure. Welcome BG Tommy Tan to
SYFC!
SYFC is pleased to witness another batch of deserving PPL graduands receiving
their Wings at the SYFC PPL Wings & Aviation Awards Presentation Ceremony
held on 26 May 18. We are also pleased that many have applied to join the RSAF.
The last few months was an eventful period for SYFC. SYFC participated in the
RSAF50@Heartlands (Toa Payoh, Sembawang, Punggol, Bedok and Jurong) and
the Drone Odyssey Challenge in Jul 18 to promote our CCA and flying
programmes. It was a fulfilling experience in our interaction with the youths.
A visit to Pearce Air Force Base and navigation trip to Malacca were conducted in
Jun 18 as part of experiential learning for students. Students learnt about RSAF’s
flight training and operations in Pearce. The Malacca navigation trip was beneficial
to students in providing them a wider exposure to
long navigation flight.
SYFC CCA Department has embarked on
enhancing its programmes and will be introducing
new course modules of Basic Quadcopter,
Aerodynamics, FPV Quadcopter and Aircraft
Power Plant. The programmes aims to broaden
students’ learning experiences.
SYFC held a annual workplan retreat on 24 May
18 to review our achievements of the last work
year as well as to reenergise staff to focus on the
key performance targets of WY18/19.

Warmest regards
COL (NS) Foo Yang Ge
General Manager
Singapore Youth Flying Club

PPL Wings & Aviation Awards
Ceremony 2018
SYFC was formed in 1971 with the mission of promoting interest in aviation and
inculcating a passion for flying among young Singaporeans. SYFC’s flying
courses impart relevant training and skills that provide students from Junior
Colleges and Polytechnics with a good foundation to pursue careers in RSAF and
in the aviation industry.
On 26 May 2018, it was a special day for 33 talented young men and women,
who through hard work and perseverance, attained the Private Pilot Licence.
They received the coveted wings from Senior Minister of State for Defence and
Foreign Affairs, Dr Mohamad Maliki bin Osman at the SYFC PPL Wings & Aviation
Awards Ceremony. Among the graduates, three received awards for best in flying
with three others receiving awards for best in ground school. It was a joyous
moment for the PPL graduates as they celebrated with their families and friends
a milestone in their life’s journey.

PPL Graduate Erwin and his father with Dr Maliki

At the ceremony, SYFC also honoured five teachers from various schools who
played a significant role in the SYFC CCA programmes in their secondary schools
with the SYFC Teachers’ Recognition Awards.
PPL Graduate Muhamad Iskandar and his
family with Dr Maliki

Arrival of Dr Maliki accompanied by GM

PPL Graduate Marcus Toh and his parents
with Dr Maliki and GM

PPL Graduate Dione Goh and her family with
Dr Maliki
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PPL Graduates

Teachers’ Recognition Awards

NAME
SCHOOL COURSE
Goh Wan Yun Dione
SP
215
Gay Jerome Gabriel
NP
218-1
Koh Wayne Gareth
HCI
218-1
Chew Lin Xuan Ryan
SAJC
218-2
Foo Whye Keat
SP
218-2
Lim Sheng Erwin Idris
SP
220
Hang Zhi Chou Jeremy
TP
221-1
Lim Qun Jian
TP
221-1
Muhamad Iskandar
SP
221-1
Bin Mohamad Kusnan
Quah Wen Fei Natalie
RI
222-1
Chng Meng Howe Ryan
RI
223-1
Abheshekh Manivannan
NJC
223-2
Lim Jing Long
TP
223-2
Bhavesh Mahtani
TP
224
Lim Li Lei
TP
224
Ng Jun Jie Keith
SP
224
Ong Jun Feng
SRJC
224
Ong Shi Jie Gordon
NP
224
Ong Xue Quan
RVHS
224
Choo Yan Shuen
TP
225
Liew Jun Yi
SP
226
Chan Tzao Kai
RI
227
See Yong Joseph
ACSI
ACSI3-16
Yuen Zhi Wei Jonathan
NP
NP3-16
Khor Huan Ni
SOTA
PAC-16
Praaveish S/O Ramesh
PJC
PAC-16
Aw Zhe Hao Dave
RI
RI3-16
Lim Wee Chong Joshua
SP
SP4-16
Ling Wei Ann Bernard
SP
SP4-16
Toh Jing Jie Marcus
TP
TP11-16
Tan Si Han Daryl
TP
TP12-17
Lee Zhi Le Barnett
HCI
220
Cheong Kai Hup Bing
NP
222-1

SYFC Best in Flying
Cheong Kai Hup Bing

NP

SYFC Best in Ground School
Lee Zhi Le Barnett
HCI
STAe Best in Flying
Cheong Kai Hup Bing
Toh Jing Jie Marcus
Tan Si Han Daryl

NP
TP
TP

STAe Best in Ground School
Lee Zhi Le Barnett
HCI
Lim Jing Long
TP
Ling Wei Ann Bernard
SP
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NAME
Mr Liang Tian Fa
Ms Norashikin Binte Abd Rashid
Ms Ching Mei Fei
Mr Soh Kwan Seng, Clifton
Mrs Ho Kuan Kuan

SCHOOL
Hai Sing Catholic School
Edgefield Secondary School
Evergreen Secondary School
NUS High School of Math and Science
Hillgrove Secondary School

RSAF50@Heartlands

Hive of activities

Youth trying the simulators

SYFC participated in the RSAF50@Heartlands at Toa Payoh (10 to
11 Mar 18), Sembawang (31 Mar to 1 Apr 18), Punggol (14 to 15
Apr 18), Bedok (12 to 13 May 18) and Jurong (26 to 27 May 18).

SYFC staff, together with our CCA students and PPL Alumni,
manned the SYFC recruitment booth and PC-based flight
simulators. The event was a successful publicity activity for SYFC,
with an overwhelming number of students, parents and members
of the general public visiting our booth.

Left to right - GM, Minister Ng Chee Meng,
students and Chief of Air Force, MG Mervyn Tan

CCA Students

PPL Alumni
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New Courses

BFC 233

BFC 234

BFC 235
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NP4-17

RP6-18

SP5-17

TP13-17
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FHT Flights
Hooray! I am a PPL Graduand!
"My journey in SYFC was a very short 5 months. From a boy with a big dream, to
a real pilot who has the licence to fly. The journey was not easy. There was much
sweat and tears. But it has helped me become a more mature person. It was
especially tough for me, as I had to rush from sortie 34 to sortie 50 and complete
my Final Handling Test within 2 weeks due to my NS enlistment. However, with
perseverance and motivation from my fellow pilots, I was able to pull through and
attain my Private Pilot Licence. My journey in SYFC has come to an end, but my
journey as a pilot has only just started."

Cham Yi Tian
PAC-17

Cham Yi Tian

I was extremely anxious before the Final Handling Test despite weeks of
preparation and once my tester shook my hand and congratulated me that I had
passed my FHT I felt the sense of relief. I have to thank my primary instructor Mr
Sim CK for his guidance in the last 4 months, Mr Dennis DeWitt for inspiring me to
become a better pilot, Mr Preetwant for preparing me for my ground papers and
lastly SYFC for providing the valuable flight trainings. Throughout the journey, there
were many times I had thought of giving up. If my whole journey were to be
smooth sailing, I would not have gained much from it. It was through failures that I
learnt valuable life lessons such as hardwork, discipline and perseverance.
Soh Zheng Kang

Soh Zheng Kang
TP12-17

Solo Flights

Maverick Lim Zhi En
TP13-17

My journey here in SYFC has been a very enriching and fun one with all my course
mates who have since become brothers whom I will always remember. Basic
Flying Course (BFC) has been a very interesting period in my life where I learned
to handle the aircraft and to take off and land properly. I would like to thank my
instructors, Mr DeWitt, Mr Seah YK, Mr Toh BH and most importantly Mr Siva, for
guiding me through these 4 months in SYFC, and for correcting my mistakes and
imparting the piloting skill sets before going solo.
Solo Check is a critical sortie in BFC, which I attempted 7 times, to be allowed to
go for my First Solo. Even though the weather has not been very nice to me, I
learnt to be patient and remain optimistic even though there was constant
disappointment. Despite having to deal with two major emotional setbacks that
day, I was surprised that I could still keep calm during my solo and I will always
remember the experience for that flight. I would like to thank SYFC for this golden
opportunity and will always appreciate it as I embark on the PPL Course.
Maverick Lim Zhi En

"Niner Victor Yankee Foxtrot November Alpha 55 1 Person On Board requesting
taxi for circuits first solo"
This is one radio call I've been thinking about everyday ever since I entered SYFC.
In the air I literally said out "Oh My God! I'm flying an aircraft fully on my own". It is
a truly surreal feeling and so unbelievable. After landing and vacating the runway, I
thought of what just happened and yup I have just flown an aircraft up in the air
and brought it back down safely, completely on my own. After my flight, I told
myself that I wanted more of this, and that I would put in 100% of my effort into
flying and improving my skills in order to be good enough to become an RSAF pilot
one day. Thank you SYFC, I’m finally on my way to achieving my dreams.
Aaron Cheng
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Aaron Cheng
TP13-17

I had recently progressed into the PPL phase after completing my First Solo. I
decided to sign up with SYFC as part of my internship as flying was an interest,
but now, it grew to be a passion. Without a doubt, I am not a morning person - I
find it difficult to wake up early. However, being a full-time student in SYFC
changed my daily routine (in a positive manner), it undoubtedly instilled discipline
in me as I would have to report to SYFC by eight every morning. During BFC 1, I
realised that things were very fast-paced as we were taught to memorise the
aircraft checks within a few days which I thought was impossible, but with
discipline and perseverance, I managed to do so. Flying in BFC 1 was rather easy
for me, whereas, in BFC 2, I found it more challenging when circuit procedures
and emergencies were being introduced. There were a total of seven circuit
sorties to prepare us for the solo check flight and I only managed to land safely
all by myself one flight before the solo check flight. I would consider it as a
blessing in disguise that following the last flight before my solo check, I had been
receiving DNCO flights, amounting up to five cancelled scheduled solo flights,
due to the bad weather these weeks. It is also worth noting that with these DNCO
flights, I get to further prepare myself for my solo check flight to ensure I perform
my best on that very day. After three months in SYFC, I finally completed my First
Solo. To be able to fly an aircraft all alone is an incredible feeling and although
there are many more solo flights in the future, my First Solo will still be considered
as one of my greatest achievements and this very milestone marks the start of my
PPL journey. There were several good flights and of course, the bad ones, but I
strongly believe that with a strong mentality, anyone is able to pull through the
BFC
Keith Goh Kai Jun

Darrion Chin
TP13-17

Ong SW
BFC 230

Keith Goh Kai Jun
TP13-17

"My first attempt at my first solo flight ended short after the crosswind component
exceeded the first solo limitations. I was technically "saved" by the wind as I felt
disappointed that I was not able to perform up to expectations on my first attempt
and let down my peers who were waiting in the operations room hearing "Skylark
92, request vacate W3". The short taxi felt like forever as my mind was just filled
with disappointment and reflections on the mistakes I have made.
The day for another opportunity to complete my Solo arrived. Everything felt so
surreal as I dropped off my instructor and started the engine. Although it was a
long solo session due to the multiple jet inbound, having the additional time on the
ground struck a realisation that I am doing my maiden solo flight.
As I lined up on the runway, all my fears washed aside. The experience I had
taking off and landing on my own was one I could never forget. With the patience
of Mr Sam Lee and his continual guidance, the event was made possible."
Solo Date: 08/06/18
Darrion Chin

Wong KK Marc
BFC 230
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Visit To Pearce Air Force Base
From 12 to 17 June 2018, along with instructors Mr Sim CK and
Mr Hong MH, eighteen of us had the privilege of visiting the RSAF
Flying Training Institute, 130 Squadron at RAAF Base Pearce.
The 130 Squadron is where the RSAF conducts its Basic Wings
Course (BWC) training, which lasts about ten months. Thereafter,
based on their performance, the pilot trainees will be streamed into
fighter, rotary or transport platforms, for further training. For those
streamed into fighters, training will be conducted in Canada, USA,
Italy or France and those selected for the helicopter and transport
platforms will return to Singapore for further training.
Throughout our stay at RAAF Base Pearce, we got a glimpse of life
as a pilot trainee, staying in the bunks at the Air Base and having
meals at the mess. There were many thrilling activities planned for
us, including flying in the Pilatus PC-21, the aircraft operated by
130 Squadron, trying out the PC-21 simulators, participating in the
daily morning and evening briefings, and interacting with the pilot
trainees as they go about their daily activities.
The simulation centre provides two realistic simulators for trainees
to practise their flying without compromising flight safety. There are
also many desktop-based simulation systems for trainees to
practise on during their free time, especially for aircraft checks and
procedures. We had fun pitting against one another in multiplayer
mode to try out dogfighting.

Interaction with RSAF pilots
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I was also blessed with a rare opportunity to fly in the PC-21. Flying
with CPT Lee R “Jett”, I was instantly in awe upon stepping into the
aircraft, with a cockpit much more complicated than the DA40. The
PC-21’s full glass cockpit mimics a fighter jet’s cockpit, complete
with a HUD. Speeding down the runway, I could feel myself being
pushed back into my seat and we were airborne in no time. Within
a few minutes, we had already climbed to 14,000 feet. Pulling up
to 6Gs, Jett proceeded to toss me about my seat, demonstrating
some exhilarating acrobatic manoeuvres for me. I was just like a
little kid riding in a roller coaster ride, only much more
unpredictable, agile and speedy. Many times I looked up only to
see the ground above me — I was upside down! Experiencing
negative Gs was also really cool as I floated out of my seat!
Thereafter, we flew along the western coast of Australia, where the
beach and sea view was breathtaking. Jett showed me a
shipwreck and we tried spotting dolphins while flying at a low
altitude of 1,000 feet. Before heading back, we manoeuvred
through the Chittering Valley and Avon Valley, where the wings
seemed to almost touch the mountains. Finally, Jett showed me
two touchdowns — one on each runway. Even though the landing
speed on the PC-21 is almost twice that of the DA40, he came in
with a stable approach and greased both landings!

Preparing to fly in the PC-21

We also participated in their morning operations briefings as well as
their end-of-day debriefs (EODD). In the morning briefings, even
though it started at 0800 hrs, many trainees were already seated
and ready minutes before it actually started. By 0800 hrs, the
instructors and trainees were already settled down and waiting for
the briefing to start. The impeccable standards and discipline of the
Air Force was one of the many things I learnt from the trip. In the
morning briefing, a trainee will brief the squadron on the weather
and NOTAMs. During the EODD, the trainees will share their
learning points from their flights that day, and a senior trainee will
quiz a random junior trainee on certain procedures of the aircraft,
which the trainee has to answer in front of the whole squadron.
Although the environment was visibly tense at the briefings, it
serves as an advantageous platform for the trainees to develop
their public speaking skills as officers and train them to think
quickly and calmly on their feet, which is vital for flying.
More importantly, we had the chance to interact with the pilot
trainees as they went about their day-to-day activities at the
squadron. Besides their flying training, the trainees were also
responsible for the operations of the squadron through the
secondary duties they have. The trainees pride and dedication in
carrying out their duties to the best of their ability was indeed
respectable. The pilot trainees shared about their life in the
squadron, albeit stressful and discouraging at times, especially
with a huge workload, I could still feel their passion and love for
flying. I was equally impressed by the determination and positivity
of the trainees, in that they always strived to be the best at flying,
and learn from their mistakes. Their passion has inspired me to
persevere and work harder in school so that I can join the RSAF
and eventually become a fighter pilot.

Simulator session

On the last two days of the trip, we visited the Aviation Heritage
Museum at Bull Creek, the Royal Aero Club at Jandakot Airport,
and toured Perth City, including visit to Caversham Wildlife Park,
King’s Park and Fremantle Market.
Through this trip, I forged many strong bonds with my PPL
coursemates. The fun and laughter we shared made the trip a
memorable one. It was truly an awesome experience for me to get
a first-hand feel of life in the Air Force and has affirmed my decision
to join the RSAF in the future. For now, I have to work extremely
hard in school in order to achieve my dream of becoming a pilot.
Chan Tzao Kai
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SYFC organises trips to 130 squadron in Pearce Air base
biannually, where the Republic of Singapore Airforce (RSAF)
conducts its Basic Wing Course (BWC) training. The objective of
this trip for us is to give us a clearer picture of how life in the RSAF
is like and hence help with our decisions if this is the career we
want. Being someone who is really interested in joining the RSAF
as a pilot, the annual trip organised by SYFC is an amazing
opportunity for me to learn about the life as a RSAF pilot.
Upon arriving Perth Airport, our instructors went to collect our
rented vans. While waiting, we managed to catch the beautiful
sunrise. All of us agreed that the sky in Australia was simply
amazing and wished we could fly then.

There was an End of Day Debrief (EODD) every day as well, where
the whole squadron sit together and share what they have learnt
for the day. Trainees from the junior courses will be chosen at
random by the seniors during the EODD to answer quiz questions.
This was to make sure everyone comes to the briefing prepared.
We invited the BWC trainees to our rooms and interacted quite a
fair amount with them. They shared with us all the challenges they
faced in the course (BWC), such as having to sacrifice a lot of sleep
to study for flights, prepare for briefs and carry out squadron
duties. We really admire their hard work, and the ability to have the
discipline to juggle their duties so well.

Upon arrival, we had a quick tour of our accommodations and
went for our first meal in the air base. There was a huge variety of
food to choose from and all of them were delicious! They even
served ice-cream of different flavors and we were all very excited!
The pilot trainees in BWC showed us around the squadron,
brought us to the Operational Flight Simulator, Desktop Training
Device and Flight Training Device rooms, where trainees practise
before their actual sorties. We were also brought to the mess,
where we are able to bond through playing sports such as table
tennis and 8-ball pool.

Chill out time

Rest and relax

On certain nights, we played sports such as soccer and basketball
in the indoor sports hall with the BWC pilot trainees. Through this,
the trainees get to bond with one another and also stay fit. We got
to know them a lot better through these bonding sessions and
even exchanged course patches with them. Fun parts aside, we
also had the opportunity to experience a bit of the ‘work’ part of
being a pilot trainee in 130 Squadron. We sat in the Squadron’s
daily briefs in the mass briefing room, which were carried out every
morning at 8am, and witnessed how things were carried out. The
daily brief includes information such as the flying schedule for the
day, weather and NOTAMS.
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Even though I wasn’t lucky enough to sit in the PC-21 for a joyride,
which is probably the most exciting thing you can do in this trip, I
truly enjoyed the experience and learnt a lot about joining the RSAF
as a pilot, which is what this trip is all about! Not to forget, the
company for this trip really made it an unforgettable experience!
Gordon Ong Shi Jie

Navigation Trip to Malacca 20 Jun 18
“Niner Victor Yankee Foxtrot Charlie, Delta combined, 1 mile east
of Batu Pahat, estimate Benut at 10:10 UTC”. That was the first
time I made a position report. The trip to Malacca showed us so
many things other than the tedious training we have here in SYFC.
This trip has given us an opportunity to experience navigation. The
work that needed to be done such as flight plans and position
reports at planned points. We were all very excited on our trip
there, where we flew as a team in formation.
Once we landed at Malaysia, the scenery took our breaths away.
We experienced local Peranakan cuisine and shopped at
Malaysian malls. It’s a one of a kind experience that I had, and I
would strongly recommend one to take up the opportunity when it
arises! We would like to thank the instructors and also SYFC, who
took care of us and taught us new and interesting skills!
TAN Z, BFC 228

On our way to Malacca

Makan Time

Our NAV experience to Malacca (WMKM) was a blast! Not only
was it an awesome learning experience, the NAV trip was also a
great time for instructors and students to bond with one another! I
remembered how both outbound and inbound legs were
action-packed, flying away from CAT 1 weather, watching our
instructors set courses and making position reports from time to
time, spotting the weather and wind patterns, it was probably the
first time we've seen the NAV process up close and personal.
Furthermore, it taught us how important it was to work together as
a team to note down ATC instructions and liaise with our
instructors en route, covering each other. We were also fortunate
enough to spot a Boeing 777 performing circuits at Johor
International. “Malacca Tower, 9V-YFC, D combined, we are
holding hands and overhead Muar 1500ft, expect…” This was
probably the coolest moment of the trip, flying in close formation
with our aircraft! Our instructors taught us how to fly 2-ship
formations, form up, and perform Line Astern, and truth be told, it
was exhilarating to be in such proximity with another aircraft, so
much so that we can watch our friends waving from the other side!
To add on, the scenery in Malaysia was breath-taking.
Flying aside, we managed to spend great quality time with our
instructors at a Peranakan restaurant, followed by shopping down
the street nearby at different malls. The time we spent made us
understand more about our instructors, and more about ourselves
as well, which is an extremely valuable experience. We would like
to thank everyone at SYFC for making this NAV trip happen, and
our 2 instructors Mr DeWitt and Mr Lye, for guiding us and making
this experience so much more special and fruitful. Without them,
this trip would not be possible. Well, to end off, we would like to
say that this trip to Malacca is definitely one trip to remember!
Thank you!
ONG XQ, BFC 224

Just landed at Malacca
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SYFC Alumni Jordan Martin Miller
LTA Jordan Martin Millar, SYFC PPL Graduate, now RSAF
Pilot and Merit Scholar
Having received my “O” Level results in 2009, I decided to pursue
and fuel my interest in aviation by taking a Diploma in Aerospace
Technology at Ngee Ann Polytechnic. This enthusiasm and
curiosity with flight began when I was a young boy, where my
family would take me to the RSAF Open Houses and Air Shows.
The deafening and thunderous roar of the fighter jets left me in awe
and admiration. This fascination developed into a passion and
became the impetus for me to decide to fulfil a young boy’s dream
of being in complete control and piloting a combat jet.
I recalled seeing an advertisement in Polytechnic by the Singapore
Youth Flying Club (SYFC) with the opportunity to take up flying
training for free. I immediately pounced on this once in a lifetime
chance and signed up. After a couple of months, I was thrilled to
find out that my application was successful and that I would be
enrolling along with 22 other aspiring young pilots in 171 Basic
Flying Course (BFC). I recalled the initial phase of the course being
packed with numerous ground school lessons and several
simulator sessions to prepare us for our first sortie. I realised even
at that early phase of the BFC, that there was a lot that was
required as a pilot but the challenge was something that kept me
motivated and continued to encourage my passion in flying.
We were guided and instructed with a very dedicated team of
instructors and staff from SYFC, all of whom had a vast and
in-depth knowledge about aviation. In a short span of 5 months
after enrolling, I did my first solo in the Piper Warrior aircraft on 9th
March 2010. Only after we demonstrated a high level of
competency and safety were we allowed to take the aircraft up into
the air alone. I was cleared solo by my Primary Instructor, Mr.
Bernard Leng, who I am grateful to have had the opportunity to
learn from. I am also pleased to say that both of us, including his
students who were in SYFC are still in contact with one another till
this day and all of us also decided to take up a career with the
Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF). After completing my first
solo, I was delighted to have been recommended to continue on to
the Private Pilot License (PPL) phase. Though a small and
seemingly trivial aspect of progressing was also the opportunity to
dawn the blue flight suit when on the PPL phase. I certainly felt one
step closer to being a pilot, however, the flying demand also
increased. Nevertheless, with grit and determination anything is
possible.
14

LTA Jordan Martin Miller with fellow SYFC Alumni LTA Derry Yeo

At the same time, I knew I had to do well in my academic course in
Polytechnic. I endeavoured to do well in both aspects and
practised my time to ensure that I stayed on top of my school work
and flying. My experience in SYFC also taught me invaluable
lessons such as the importance of time management and
self-discipline, albeit at a young age of 17. Halfway into my PPL
phase, I was fortunate to be able to see out SYFC’s trainer aircraft
for over 20 years, the PA-28-161 Piper Warrior and was given the
esteemed chance to finish up the remainder of my training on the
DA40 Diamond Aircraft. I quickly learnt that flying skills can be
transferable to other aircraft types, however, a sound system
knowledge was also vital in operating an aircraft and the old saying
that “knowledge is power” was, as I found out, a hallmark of a
good pilot.

With help from my instructors and course mates, I graduated from
SYFC. However, my journey into the world of aviation had only just
begun. SYFC also provided me with the opportunity to experience
a familiarisation flight in the RSAF’s F16D+ fighter aircraft. I was
honoured, as this privilege was only granted to a handful of
students every year. We also had the occasion to interact with the
RSAF’s pilots and ground crew at the RSAF’s Open Houses.
These experiences in SYFC spurred me on in hopes of becoming
a fighter pilot with the RSAF.
In 2012, I graduated with a Diploma with Merit from Ngee Ann
Polytechnic and enlisted in the SAF. I registered my interest to
become a pilot with the RSAF and I embarked my career with the
Air Force shortly after my Passing-Out-Parade from Basic Military
Training. I spent an exciting and rewarding time in my first training
squadron, 130 Squadron, in Pearce, Australia. I was then
streamed into the fighter platform after graduating. I completed my
Fighter-Lead-In training under the NATO Flying Training in Canada
(NFTC) program. All this time the basics of flying and airmanship
that I acquired through my time in SYFC played a very relevant role
and laid the foundation for me to progress in my pursuit to be a
fighter pilot. In 2016, I finally graduated with the RSAF Wings, a
momentous and proud moment for my family and me. It was also
then that I decided to apply for a scholarship with the RSAF in
hopes of furthering my studies. After applying and several
interviews later, I was offered the SAF Merit Scholarship (SMS). I
was overwhelmed and honoured to have the chance to further my
studies. With the scholarship I was able to pursue a Master’s in
Aeronautical Engineering at Imperial College London, where I am
currently in my 2nd year.
I am extremely grateful and humbled by the numerous
opportunities and exposures that have been bestowed on to me
since joining SYFC. My interest in aviation soared to new heights
ever since I walked through its doors and the world class training
facilities and professional team taught me strong foundations in
flying. Outside of flying, my time in SYFC has help me learn more
about myself and I have gained a great deal life skills and values
that have help shape the person I am today.
At an Airshow

My first Solo flight

With fellow pilot trainees

15

UAV Unit Visit.

Flying Experience Programme

F2 World Championships training

Students from various schools had a chance to experience joyrides
on a number of RSAF aircraft during the recent June school
holidays. These joyrides, under the Flight Experience Program
(FEP), gave students a chance to ride in aircrafts like the Lockheed
C-130, Fokker 50 and CH-47 Chinook. In addition to these, some
students were also given the oppotunity to ride in SYFC Diamond
DA-40s.

Our students and Aeromodelling Instructors have been hard at
work, training for the upcoming F2 World Championship which will
be held in Landres, France in July this year. This training
encompasses many aspects, including tuning up the aircraft to
attain optimal performance, perfecting the flying routine and
improving communications within the respective teams.

On top of getting a chance to be on board the aircraft, participants
were able to visit the various air bases and interact with operational
personnel in the respective Squadrons; thus learning what life is
like as a pilot or crew on the different aircraft platforms.
Another activity saw students pay a visit to the RSAF Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Command, where they were treated to a rare
opportunity of watching a Heron UAV take off on a training mission.

Mr. Kevin Su will be leading a contingent of five students to
represent Singapore in the competition.
Control line modelling is one of the subjects taught to our students
and they work with electric motors for the duration of their CCA
membership. When the students develop a deep passion for the
sport, they will progress onto higher powered piston engines and
participate in competitions in the world arena.
F2 is a classification for control line aircraft and is split into four
categories A, B, C and D. F2A is the speed event, F2B is the
precision aerobatics event, F2C is the team racing event and F2D
is the combat event. All of these events are very distinct, and will
require purpose built models to compete in the various categories.
Our representatives will be competing in the F2A and F2C
categories this year and we wish them all the best!

UAV Unit Visit with the first UAV platform MASTIFF acquired in 1978

Our F2A team (From left to right:
Javier Koh, Nandhu, Danny Dalco
and Keith Soh)
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Javier flying the F2A.

Our F2C team (From left to right:
Richard Ong, Luzian Gelhaar, Bryan Oh,
Justin Chua, Christopher Wee and
Kevin Su)

Chief Aeromodelling Instructor,
Kevin Su (in the foreground), starting
another F2C practice with Bryan (left)
and Justin (right)

Drone Odyssey Challenge
SYFC participated in the Drone Odyssey Challenge 18 which was
held at Suntec City Convention Hall from 5 to 7 Jul 18. The Team
had the opportunity to promote our CCA and flying programmes to
the many youths who participated in the event as well as those
who attended the event as spectators. The Team had an enriching
experience interacting with the youths.

Good turn out

Students enquiring about flying programme

Potential SYFC students

Students enquiring about CCA programme
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SYFC Annual Workplan Retreat 2018
SYFC held an annual Workplan Retreat on 24 May 18. The retreat
kicked off with SYFC GM, COL (NS) Foo outlining the objectives
and the programme for the day.
Department Managers, Mr Daniel Tan (Operations Manager), Ms
Pang Mee Ling (Corporate Support Manager) and Mr David Su
(CCA Manager) gave a synopsis of the achievements for WY17/18.
The Managers also presented the key milestones for WY18/19, as
well as the Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) mapped out for the
coming work year. SYFC staff conducted small group discussion
on SYFC’s Digitalisation project. In closing, COL (NS) Foo
summarised the possible options to move the project forward,
emphasising the need for more detailed evaluation and resource
prioritisation.

Small group discussions
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briefed on Ope

rations

to Mr Philip Wong

We also took the opportunity to celebrate the birthday of Mr David
Su, Ms Lynda Yap, Mr Preetwant Singh and Mr Siva as well as
bidding a fond farewell to Mr Philip Wong, the deputy CCA
Manager who would be retiring in Jul 2018. Overall, the retreat was
an enriching and fruitful event.

Happy Birthday to Mr David Su, Ms Lynda Yap and Mr Siva with GM

Scenic group shot
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Mr David Su briefed on CC
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