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AEROMODELLING
Experiential learning forms a major part of one’s personal
development. The learning through experience, doing,
exploration and experimentation has been well documented
as a highly effective way of acquiring both hard and soft skills,
with well-known maxims going as far back as 450 BC,
when Confucius wrote: “I hear and I forget, I see and
I remember, I do and I understand.”
The learning journey through SYFC for our students is largely
experiential. Lessons are structured to require students to take
initiative, make decisions, assume responsibility, be creative
and be accountable for results. In the process, students are
engaged intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically;
and the outcomes of the experiences become very much unique
for each individual.
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In this issue of Take-Off, we focus on such experiences.
Each sharing is personal, genuine and heartfelt. I hope you
enjoy them.
Mr Daniel Tan
Acting General Manager
Singapore Youth Flying Club
November 2016
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STUDENTS’ JOURNAL - NAVIGATION FLIGHT
TO MALACCA ON 23 JUNE 2016

Our navigation flight to Malacca was held on 23 June 2016.
The three of us were accompanied by our flight instructors,
Mr Lee SL and Mr Wong CC. This navigation flight was a
huge exposure for all of us. We have never thought we would
be able to fly in the co-pilot seat assisting our instructors in
flight. We had no idea so much work and preparation goes
into such navigation flights. Route planning, filing of flight
plans, obtaining flight permits, preparing flight manifests
and more had to be done before we can even take-off.
To be able to fly on our very own Diamond (DA40) planes
to Malacca was a very fulfilling experience for us. We
certainly learnt a lot during the flight as we did things we
don’t normally do during our training flights such as position
reporting and maintaining strictly on the planned route track.
In addition, flying over the rolling countryside of Malaysia
was surely a sight to behold and flying in formation was
definitely a special highlight which exposed us to a whole
new aspect of flying.
Once we landed, our instructors brought us to the wellknown Jonker Street to have the trademark Chicken Rice
Ball and Durian Chendol, it was fantastic! After lunch, we
roamed the streets of Malacca like tourists. Although we had
little time to spare before we had to make our flight back to
Singapore, we managed to buy many local delicacies for our
friends and families.

This navigation trip not only gave us more exposure to
aviation, it also gave us the opportunity to interact with our
instructors and understand them better. They shared many of
their experiences as professional pilots and it really inspired
us and made us eager to pursue piloting as a career.
The Singapore Youth Flying Club has definitely given us the
opportunity to set foot into a field that we never imagined we
could enter.
Jointly written by,
Nicholas Ng Wen Xiu
Calvin Goh Rui Cheng
Matthew Chia Yi Min
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RI STUDENTS’ REFLECTION ON BASIC FLYING COURSE
Aw Zhe Hao Dave (Mr. Siva)

Nee Ting Feng Joshua (Mr. Mahdi)

“The 4 weeks were fun, although it was intense and tiring at the
same time. It was a privilege to be in this course and be a junior pilot
for this short amount of time. Entering this course without much
knowledge about aviation, it was definitely tougher for me. No doubt
it was stressful, but it’s not every day when we get to fly.

“At the start, before the course even began, I thought that this
course would be a simple one, with one or two flights and just
some basic introduction to aviation. However, I was pleasantly
surprised. From the very beginning, I realized that this course
was not easy. The learning curve was extremely steep, with
many checks to be memorised. Undoubtedly, this was extremely
difficult as I had to not only memorize the checks but also
perform them in the actual aircraft on my own. From then on,
I felt that this course was very tough. However, even as I write
this, I feel that the only way forward is to simply continue on and
improve. I honestly am considering continuing on to Phase II of
the SYFC journey but all that I can do now is push on and strive
to do my best.

The intensity taught us how to cope well under stress, and the
flights which we had gave us the experience of looking at Singapore
from a different perspective. The feeling of being free in the air is
unparalleled. This opportunity doesn’t come easy and I’m glad that
I’ve signed up for this course.”
(Dave was recommended for PPL Phase)

Khoo Geng Kit Wiesiek (Mr. Lee SL)
“Before coming to SYFC, I had thought that it would be a relaxing
and new experience where I could learn about aviation and have
the chance to experience being in an aircraft and also flying it.
After all, I had next to no experience when it came to aeroplanes.
However, when I came to SYFC, I got a culture shock. We were
made to learn all sorts of checks which were something that was
completely new to me. The learning curve was especially steep
and we felt very pressured to do well. We were also impressed
upon the importance of safety and awareness. After going
through a lot of briefings and tests, which felt very tiring but were
necessary, I was ready for my first flight. It was a completely new
experience that I would never forget, and despite being
a little airsick, I found it very enjoyable to be airborne and flying
around the Seletar area. Throughout the next 5 flights, I had
the opportunity to practice various manoeuvres and radio calls,
which were all fresh and challenging in their own way. The various
instructors in ground school and simulators as well as the flight
instructors, along with the staff, were very professional and
helpful in their instruction and guidance, and I felt very privileged
to be here.
Overall I learnt to take personal responsibility for my safety as
well as the importance of multitasking, precision and excellence
when flying and I appreciate the unique opportunity given to be
here at SYFC and I cherish the four weeks that I spent here.”
(Wiesiek was recommended for BFC Phase II)

Nazrul Syahmi Bin Murad (CPT. Lim BK)
“I used to imagine myself in a pilot’s seat soaring among the skies
but never thought that it would be a dream come true. Being
extremely excited to finally fly, I saw the course through rainbowtinted glasses and never expected the course to actually be very
challenging. However, with the support of my course mates and
instructors, I was able to sufficiently prepare and immensely
enjoyed myself, which was one expectation I fulfilled.
I strongly believe the flying course teaches a student not only to fly
but develops him holistically by encouraging discipline, diligence
and determination. Aside from showing a student the basics of
flying, BFC has also exposed me to the vast world of aviation and
developed in me a deep appreciation for the experience gained.
Licences may expire but the lessons learnt at SYFC will forever
remain with me. I look forward to what the future brings, having
experienced something that people only dream of.”
(Nazrul was recommended for BFC Phase II but decided not to
continue due other school commitments)

I believe that this course is challenging but ultimately, very
rewarding. After all, it is not every day that you get to fly an
aircraft. I strongly encourage my peers and juniors to consider
this course (for their future Gap Semester Course) and put in
the effort to learn something new. Even though the journey
was tough, I believe that in the end, it was all worth it. I have
not regretted my choice of signing up for this course and I will
treasure the invaluable experience gained from this exciting and
meaningful course.”
(Joshua Nee completed BFC Phase I)

Neo Yun Hao Justin (Mr. Mahdi)
“Before I took on this course, I was only expecting to get
a basic understanding of how an aircraft works. On the first day
of orientation, I was taken by surprise as my fellow course mates
and I were quickly introduced to the aircraft and we were told
that we were having a test just 2 days later. As the days past,
we were overwhelmed by consecutive days of flights and
simulator sessions, sometimes even both in one day. We never
expected this kind of intensity from this course.
However, despite the high intensity of this course, I was still
able to make the most out of it and enjoy myself. I was able to
further cultivate my interest in flying and that has helped me to
possibly shape a path for my future. Hence, I am truly grateful to
the Singapore Youth Flying Club for having such a course for my
friends and I and I hope that future generations will also be able
to experience this course.”
(Justin Neo completed BFC Phase I)

Young Zhan Heng (Mr. Wong CC)
“SYFC provided me with a once in a lifetime opportunity. I entered
this course with no prior knowledge about flying at all, so I knew
I had to put in a lot of effort into studying to impress my instructor.
In the beginning it was extremely tough as the learning curve was
much steeper than I thought, and there were times when I just felt
like giving up.

(Young ZH completed BFC Phases I)
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However from all these expectations and challenges, I felt that
I’ve learnt a lesson that could never be learnt from textbooks
or anywhere else. As full time students, higher standards were
expected of us than part time students, and thus we had to live up
to those expectations by putting in much more effort in our free
time to study for our flights. Also, the amount of time we need to
put into preparing for each flight is definitely not little. Therefore
to ensure that we have sufficient time, time management is very
important. Although these are things we are learning in SYFC,
I believe that these are essential life skills which will be relevant
through life.”

STUDENTS’
VIEW
PPL
My FHT was one of the most challenging experiences in my
life. Due to an aircrarft problem and weather, my flight test
took 3 sorties spread over 3 days and totaled 3.3 hours.
In the end, it went smoothly and I was so grateful to have
been given a pass. This opportunity to earn a PPL has been
thoroughly fulfilling and I am glad to have completed it.
The skills and knowledge I have learnt, as well as the
people I have met will not be forgotten.
Yan CX, PAC-15.
Attaining a Private Pilot License at SYFC was by no means
an easy feat, requiring hard work, perseverance and
dedication.
This however has made me mentally stronger, more
disciplined, and better able to manage my time. I would like
to thank my instructors Mr Raman, Mr Wong CC, support
staff, and fellow coursemates, for being there to help and
guide me through. The journey would not have been
possible without them.
In the end, what matters most is not the attainment of the
PPL, but the friendships formed and the lessons learnt.
Thank You, SYFC!
Leck KS, ACSI2-15.

FIRST SOLO
If I could use only one word to describe the experience,
it would be “liberating”. It was the first time I was fully in
control of the plane and had to make all decisions myself.
Before the first solo, I was quite nervous as I didn’t know
how I would react to flying alone. However, after taking
over controls, I realised that it was not too different from
the usual circuits exercises and was not as intense as I had
expected it to be. It felt great controlling the plane’s every
movement and the experience of flying alone is certainly
one to remember.
Cleve Lim, 217BFC.
The thought of being alone in the air with no assistance
from my instructor was nerve wrecking! However, I made it
through in one piece and was filled with both a sense of
relief and excitement. Miss Tan SL, my flight instructor, took
me up for 3 circuits and asked me to drop her off after
the last. I felt my heart beating faster once she got out of
the aircraft. I proceeded as per normal, the feeling of flying
my first solo only kicked in once I was lined up on the
runway. Throttle max, I started rolling down the runway and
immediately my anxieties all went away. I was flying solo!
There was nobody on the right seat, just me, the pilot in
command. I landed safely, shut down and let out a sigh of
relief. I have completed my first solo!
Joel Ang Sheng Yao, TP9-16.
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When I first closed the front canopy without my instructor
Mr Siva with me, the feel of going for my first solo sank
deeper in. I was really excited to be in the air alone, but
because I had to keep myself focused, there wasn’t much
time to enjoy the flight. It was only during the downwind
leg that I could relax slightly and enjoy the breathtaking
landscape of Singapore, without my instructor with me.
Being in control of the plane alone for the frst time was truly
an unforgettable experience and a highlight of my life.
Novia Wong, 218-1BFC.
The first solo experience was not as nerve-wrecking
as I thought it would be. I believe I owe this calmness
throughout the entire flight to my instructor, Ms Tan SL.
For me, the most memorable part about the first solo was
when I turned from base to final. I was on the correct glide
slope and I knew I was going to make the runway. It was
a sensation of tranquillity and confidence. I felt safe and
independent.
Royston Lee Ming Quan, 219BFC.
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FLYING EXPERIENCE IN THE DA40 AIRCRAFT
SYFC CCA STUDENTS

NCC AIR CADETS

Rey Ang Yi Jun
Maris Stella High School

On 15 Oct 2016, 6 NCC Air cadets flew in the DA40
aircraft for their flying experience.

“The DA40 flight was breathtaking.
Having an opportunity to fly was exciting.
Watching the pilot doing the thorough
pre-flight checks and flying the plane was
an eye-opener and motivated me to study
harder to take up flying training. I am
looking to take flying training after my
‘O’ level exams.”
Tan Shi Hui
Methodist Girls’ School
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“It was a very surreal experience, the view
was simply breathtaking. We were able
to experience the G-forces acting on us
during steep turns. The flight has once
again fuelled my passion to fly.”

Chua Xuan Ye
Hillgrove Secondary School

“It was a great flying experience, given a
lifetime opportunity to fly in an aeroplane.
It enhanced my interest in flying... and I’m
looking forward to study hard and apply
for the flying training course after my ‘O’
levels.”
Demiral Mohamed Raffe
Changkat Changi Secondary School

“I experienced the thrill of flying and the
G-forces on the aircraft. The flight has
inspired me to work harder to be a pilot,
and harness the power of the sky.”

16TH SINGAPORE YOUTH FLYING CLUB INTER-SCHOOLS
AEROMODELLING COMPETITION 2016
A total of 500 students participated in the 16th SYFC InterSchools Aeromodelling Competition, held from 16 July to 09
September 2016 at the SYFC Flying Complex.
The closing ceremony was held on the morning of Friday,
09 September 2016. Aeromodelling flying displays were
conducted before the Guest-of-Honour, Mr. Puvan Ariaratnam,
Director, Character & Citizenship Education, Ministry of
Education, graciously gave away the prizes to the winners.
Addressing the students thereafter, Mr Puvan encouraged
them to work hard on their studies and take advantage of the
foundations they have built in SYFC to take up flying as
a career.
Evergreen Secondary School emerged as winners for the
third consecutive year and took home the prestigious Overall
Best School Award Winner’s Trophy. Hillgrove and Edgefield
Secondary Schools were 1st and 2nd runner-ups respectively.
The overall results for the competitions are as follows:

Junior Rat Race Electric Control-Line Event
Champion
Keith Soh Kai Ren, Edgefield Secondary
1st Runner-up Chai Wen Qiang, Bukit View Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Huang Yu Chuan, Evergreen Secondary School

Senior Rat Race Electric Control-Line Event
Mohd Afiq s/o Mohd Iqbaal,
Bukit View Secondary School
1st Runner-up Goh Yew Leng, Evergreen Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Gabriel Liu Wei Ren, Hwa Chong Institution
Champion

Flight Simulator Junior Event
Maximus Pang Jie,
Hwa Chong International School
1st Runner-up Daniel Ng, St Hildas Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Ahmad Rifaaie Bin Mohd Ali,
Changkat Changi Secondary School
Champion

Flight Simulator Senior Event
Champion
Wong Jia Hao, Edgefield Secondary School
1st Runner-up Han Wei Tat, Hillgrove Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Ang Kai Jie, Pei Hwa Secondary School

R/C Fixed Wing Pylon Racing Junior Event
Yu Jing Xuan, Hillgrove Secondary School
Jovan Cheong Jun Yang,
Hillgrove Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Justin Chua Jun Yee, Hillgrove Secondary School

Champion
1st Runner-up

R/C Fixed Wing Pylon Racing Senior Event
Chester Koh Wei Mun, Xinmin Secondary School
Navindren s/o Tanapalan,
Choa Chu Kang Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Goh Yew Leng, Evergreen Secondary School

Champion
1st Runner-up

Free Flight Event Event
Champion
Keanric Choy, School of Science and Technology
1st Runner-up Javier Tan, Hillgrove Secondary School
2nd Runner-up Yves Tang Wee Hong,
Bukit View Secondary School

07

PARTICIPATION IN
GLIDERFEST 2016
A total of 100 students from the various school YFCs
participated in the annual “GliderFest@RP”, co-organised
by Republic Polytechnic, DSO National Laboratories and
Singapore Science Centre at the Republic Polytechnic on
26 Oct 16.
Students were tested in their building and flying skills on
balsa wood gliders. Our SYFC students performed very
well and won several prizes with Edgefield Secondary
School being 1st and 3rd and Hillgrove Secondary School
in 2nd placings.
Students were also shown around the Polytechnic Campus
Hanger, housing the static Learjet aircraft, flight simulator
and the wind tunnel.

Titus Ho from Edgefield Secondary School commented
“this has been a wonderful and fruitful journey as we won
several prizes through close co-operation amongst the
students as a team to excel. The close-up briefing and
hands-on the Learjet in the hanger and flying A320 Flight
Simulator was awesome”.
Clarence Lim from Northbrooks School commented ‘there
was an incredible teamwork spirit amongst the different
teams for the competition, despite the tense atmosphere.
The visit to the Polytechnic Campus and shown around
the facilities was awesome. I look forward to take up flying
training when I complete my O levels. ”
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PUBLICITY TALK AT
XINMIN SECONDARY SCHOOL
Joshua Chia, President of the SYFC Flying Alumni gave
a presentation to students at Xinmin Secondary School.
This is one of SYFC’s outreach programme to engage
the younger students and to publicise the SYFC flight
training programme.

SPOT THE PLANES CONTEST
Prizes: 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.
a

b

c

d

What are the names of the aircraft shown in the above pictures?

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners July 2016
a. _________________________ b. ______________________________
1.

LEE KE HUA

Evergreen Secondary School

2.

AARON RESSE ANG I-AN

Woodgrove Secondary School

Name & NRIC No: ___________________________________________

3.

ENCILA FAUSTINE NICHOL

Woodgrove Secondary School

School: _____________________________________________________

4.

LEONG YI XUAN

Woodgrove Secondary School

Class: ___________________ Age: ______________________________

5.

NAZRY AZMAN

Woodgrove Secondary School

6.

TOO ZHAN YUE

Woodgove Secondary School

7.

SAMUEL ONG

Hai Seng Catholic

8.

HENRY CHEW

Hai Seng Catholic

9.

JUSTIN CHUA JUN MIN

Hai Seng Catholic

RALPH ONG

Hai Seng Catholic

c. _________________________ d. ______________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________
__________________________ Tel: ______________________________

10.
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Please submit this photocopy of this completed form to the
CCA Manager, SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695
to reach us by 15 Feb 2017. Each person is only entitled to one entry,
and only secondary school students may participate. The decision for
winners by SYFC is final. Results will be published in the next newsletter.

FREE
FLYING
PROGRAMME
REALISE
YOUR DREAM
TO BE A PILOT

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO OBTAIN
A PRIVATE PILOT’S LICENCE
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