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It has been a busy half a year for SYFC. Our publicity efforts
saw us participate in two major Airshows: the Singapore
Airshow and the RSAF Open House. In the latter, the Club
deployed its whole operations to Paya Lebar Airbase and
supported the event with a publicity booth, providing joyrides
and daily Air Displays. Reaching out is key to making known
our free flying programme so that young Singaporeans don’t
miss out on this opportunity to earn the coveted PPL.
My heartiest congratulations to the 46 students who achieved
their PPLs and were presented with their Wings in the
PPL Wings and Aviation Awards Presentation Ceremony in
May. We wish you all the best as you embark on your next
journey and look forward to seeing you succeed as RSAF pilots.
In this issue, we also feature 3 outstanding individuals
who did their part for safety. Safety in aviation cannot be
over-emphasised and it is through the vigilance of individuals
and the collective efforts of all that a high level of safety can
be achieved. I hope their stories will inspire you to continue
contributing to safety.
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SINGAPORE AIRSHOW
SYFC participated in the Singapore Airshow 2016 together with the Republic of Singapore Air Force in the exhibition
hall. The Club showcased 2 flight simulators and these turned out to be the biggest attraction at the booth for both
adults and children. Our Flying Alumni were also there helping out at the simulators and they shared their flying
experience with many visitors and aspiring pilots at the booth. It was definitely an enjoyable airshow and we look
forward to Singapore Airshow 2018.
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After the joy

A photo before taking off

Happy joyriders

RSAF OPEN
People behind the scenes

A small cra

Diamond formation

FIs and the Red Lions
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Crowd at ROH

Alumni distributing their daily tasks

Ian and Pre

yride on the Diamond

Students at the SYFC booth

Alumni answering queries at ROH

Hands on Flight Simulator

HOUSE 2016
ROH16-Diamond 1-8 b

aft among the fighters

Definitely great

Not too young to start flying
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eetwant at the mobile tower

Feeling great in the Diamond

SINGAPORE YOUTH FLYING CLUB
PPL WINGS AND AVIATION AWARDS
PRESENTATION CEREMONY 2016
46 SINGAPORE
YOUTH FLYING CLUB
GRADUANDS
LICENSED TO FLY
NEWS RELEASE
Senior Minister of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs,
Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, officiated and presented
Wings and Certificates to 46 young junior college and
polytechnic students who completed the Private Pilot’s
Licence (PPL) Course at the Singapore Youth Flying Club
(SYFC) PPL Wings and Aviation Awards Presentation
Ceremony on 7 May 16.
Speaking to the graduands at the ceremony, Dr Maliki
highlighted that the peace and stability that Singapore has
enjoyed over the last 50 years was only possible because
many of our pioneers were willing to serve a cause greater
than themselves. Reminding the graduands to continue the
efforts of the pioneers, he said, “As we look beyond SG50,
Singapore will need our young to continue this higher calling
to protect our security and our skies. Every generation will
confront new threats and you will have to find new ways to
keep Singapore safe and strong.”
Dr Maliki also acknowledged that the SYFC had provided the
graduands with a good foundation to pursue careers with the
RSAF. He said, “I am glad that almost all of you have applied
to join the RSAF as pilot trainees upon the completion of
your studies. The PPL course serves as a first encounter
with flying, and sets a critical foundation for many of our
RSAF pilots. In fact, close to a quarter of our RSAF pilots first
learned to fly at SYFC, and many more alumni serve in the
RSAF in various other vocations. More than 80 per cent of
PPL graduands go on to succeed as RSAF pilots, including
fighter pilots.”
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The ceremony marked the completion of three phases of
rigorous pilot training at the SYFC, where the graduands
were taught aviation knowledge, flying skills and important
life skills and values.

Set up in 1971, the SYFC provides an opportunity for young
Singaporeans to pursue their passion for flying at a young
age and offers a good foundation for them to realise their
dreams as pilots in the RSAF. Also present at the ceremony
were families and friends of the graduands, as well as
senior officials from Ministry of Defence and the
Singapore Armed Forces.
PPL GRADUANDS FY15/16
Ten Jun Xian Jasper

TP

204BFC

Iftikhaar Bin Hassan

TP

205BFC

Ong Chuen Kai

RI

206BFC

Seah Shao Xuan

HCI

206BFC

Tan Zhi Hao Darrell

ACJC 206BFC

Kwang Yu Wen Irwin

NP

207BFC

Lye Tee Yin Joel

HCI

207BFC

Tan Wei Han Justin

TP

207BFC

Chew Bao Sheng

SP

208BFC

Chia Hao Guang

SP

208BFC

Chong Si Qing

VJC

208BFC

Muhammad Danish Bin Ahmad Basharahil

RI

RI1-14

Chua Wen Kai

SP

208BFC

RI1-14

Eu Koh Keng

Sheikh Izzat Bin Zainal-Abidin Bahajjaj

RI

SP

208BFC

RI1-14

NP

208BFC

Wu Jinyi Eric

RI

Kum Yu Zhang Edmond

RP

RP2-14

Liu Kai Zhong Clemen

NP

208BFC

Lim Pin Xuan

RP2-14

Tan Jin Wei Darren

RP

208BFC

Wong Ho Ken

RP

TP6-14

SP

209BFC

Han Danni Bin Imran Han

TP

Goh Rui Cheng Calvin

TP

TP6-14

Lee Wei Liang Brendan

NYP

209BFC

Low Quan Lee Jasper

TP6-14

Neo Jia Hao Deric

TP

209BFC

Poh Yong Yao Haley

TP

TP6-14

Ng Wen Xiu

SP

209BFC

Tan Joseph

TP

TP6-14

SP

209BFC

Teo Choon Kiat Bryan

TP

Sim Qi Xuan

TP

TP7-15

Loke Boon

TP

210BFC

Ang Ching Yang

TP7-15

Ong Yong Ze Arnold

NP

210BFC

Foo Fang Qi Patrick Stephen

TP

TP7-15

MJC

211BFC

Goh Pei Xuan Tessar

TP

Luzian Arno Gehlhaar

TP

TP7-15

Tan Guan Ren Melvin

MJC

212BFC

Leong Hon Meng Lucas

TP7-15

Yap Jiun Ming Riley Jeremiah

HCI

212BFC

Lim Nicholas

TP

TP7-15

ACSI

ACSI1-14

TP

TP7-15

Mohammad Ameen Bhadelia

RI

RI1-14

Lowe Ka-Sing Joshua Ryan
Muhammad Haziq Danish Bin Anwar
Muhammad Nabil Bin Abdul Aziz

TP

Ayush Das

TP

TP7-15

Tan Wei Han Justin

TP

207BFC

Muhammad Nabil Bin Abdul Aziz

TP

TP7-15

Tan Guan Ren Melvin

MJC 212BFC

STAe BEST IN FLYING

SYFC BEST IN FLYING
TAN WEI HAN JUSTIN
TP | 207BFC

SYFC BEST IN
GROUND SCHOOL
WU JINYI ERIC
RI | RI1-14

STAe BEST IN GROUND SCHOOL
Wu Jinyi Eric

RI

RI1-14

Ang Ching Yang

TP

TP7-15

Loke Boon

TP

210BFC

TEACHER'S RECOGNITION AWARDS
Edgefield Secondary School

Ms Rafidah Banu Abdul Razak

Hai Sing Catholic School

Mr Alex Lim Jun Xiong

St Andrew's Secondary School

Ms Noraini Washil

Woodgrove Secondary School
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Ms Teo Lee Loo

WELCOME

217-1BFC

217-2BFC

TP9-16

218-2BFC

NP2-16

SP3-16

NEW BASIC
FLYING
COURSES
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218-1YFC

STUDENTS'
VIEWS
PPL
My PPL journey was amazing as I got to know fantastic
instructors and wonderful flying mates, and, more importantly,
learned how to be a pilot. There were many highs and lows in
my 8 months of training but they made my whole journey so
memorable and enriching for me. During the journey there were
many times I felt crushed and had thought of giving up, but I
thought again of all that I have been through and what I want to
be, what I want to achieve. I would tell myself that I can do even
better and I will get through whatever obstacle that was in my
way. If my whole journey were to be smooth sailing, I would not
have gained much from it. It was through failure that I grew the
most. I will always be grateful for my learning in SYFC as I really
have learnt a lot, not just how to fly but how to be a better and
stronger person.
Tessar Goh Pei Xuan, TP7-15.
The thought of passing FHT had never crossed my mind.
The truth only started to set in the week before it. That particular
week was the most stressful yet accomplished week I had ever
experienced, having to study and mentally prepare myself for the
flight test. The suspense that was built up during the week was
overwhelming and when the day finally came, I figured out that
the only way to get rid of this anxiety was to face it. The flight
went well. When the tester reached out and shook my hand after
the test to congratulate me, I immediately felt a great sense of
relief knowing that I passed but sad at the same time over the
fact that I will have lesser chance to fly again.
Lim Nicholas, TP7-15.
My Flight Handling Test was one of the most challenging
flights I had faced throughout my PPL journey. During my FHT,
the weather was not ideal, training area was full of clouds and
the winds picked-up during the late morning. However, I was
determined to put all my training in the PPL course to the test
and persevere through. Although it was tough, the satisfaction
of attaining the Private Pilot’s Licence is priceless.
Ang Ching Yang, TP7-15.
The two weeks leading up to the FHT were one of the
most stressful periods of my life. There were a lot of mental
preparation and studying to do before the test. The day
of the FHT came and I was extremely nervous. However, I
decided that the only way to go about the flight was to treat
it as a normal flight, pace myself and not to rush through the
exercises. The FHT was the longest flight that I had flown and
after the oral quiz, the tester told me that I had passed. The
feeling of relief was immense, as all the hard work from the past
8 months of full-time flying paid off. The past 8 months had
been a great ride, and I cherish every memory that I’ve made.
Joshua Lowe KS, TP7-15.

When I found out that I had passed FHT, I was very happy. It has
been a very tiring 4 months but the journey was worth it. Flying is
indeed a unique and exciting experience and every time I go up in
the air, that sense of awe and wonder never leaves me. This will be
an experience that I will surely remember for a long time.
Lim Xue Xian, PAC-15.

FIRST SOLO
My first solo flight was one of the most exciting and memorable
experiences of my life. The moment when I was alone in the cockpit
for the first time is one I would never forget. The feeling of taking off,
flying and landing alone for the first time is indescribable. It was the
time when I was truly in total control of my aircraft and I could feel
the power of the aircraft running through me when I took off. The
short moment in the air allowed me to enjoy the serenity of being in
flight and I felt awesome being able to fly!
Wee Si Kai, RI2-15.
My first solo was definitely one of the highest moments in my life so
far. Having the responsibility to control the aircraft was somewhat
new as there was always an instructor I could rely on, but not this
time. I remembered the excitement whilst taxiing to the runway and
taking off, constantly talking myself through the different phases of
my flight so that I could calm myself down. Landing the plane felt
so smooth – it seemed to just kiss the ground as it landed, one of
the best landing I had done so far. I still look back at it as a pivotal
moment in my flying and know that it was a stepping stone for more
to come.
Devon G
The young boy’s dream to be soaring amongst the clouds was
finally fulfilled in SYFC, but being given the plane was a whole
new responsibility. For me, it was a recognition of the hours
put into preparing for each flight, flying the sorties and getting
feedback from my instructor. Once the plane left the ground,
I knew that the journey was worth the struggle and my safety
was in my own hands. It was an experience I will never forget, one
which I recall from time to time when I am faced with greater new
challenges in flying.
Russell Lui, 212BFC.
My first solo was an unforgettable experience. Watching my
instructor walk out of the aircraft and leaving me in control of the
aircraft felt surreal. I thought I would feel jittery and nervous during
the flight. Instead, I felt a sense of calmness knowing that my
instructor had prepared me sufficiently for this event. Overall, the
flight was definitely a memorable experience, to be at the mercy of
the environmental conditions and machine.
Merrick Phang, PAC-15.
I had a wonderful time for my solo. Although it was nerve-racking,
the feeling of being in control makes it even invigorating. Being
alone in the aircraft gave me a sense of freedom and peace.
In addition, the best thing about flying is being able to see the
magnificent view of Singapore.
Jerry Lai Jia Jun, 216BFC.
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I felt satisfied after passing the FHT. It was something that
I had been working towards to achieve. Flying is a continuous
learning process. It teaches me to be a skilled pilot and also
shapes me to be a better person in life. It was a fruitful journey
for me and I would like to thank SYFC for making it happen.
Chew Bao Sheng, 208BFC.

I was extremely anxious before the Final Handling Test despite
weeks of preparation. However, it was not as bad as I had thought,
I managed to finish my FHT without much problems. I have to
thank my instructors Mr Dennis Dewitt and Mr Chee Ping Swee for
their guidance in the last 9 months. Completing the Final Handling
Test was one of the most significant achievements of my life. Not
only was I rewarded with the Private Pilot’s Licence, I was able to
take home valuable life lessons such as discipline, hardwork and
perseverance. Overall, the PPL course proved to be one of the
most memorable and meaningful experiences I have ever had.
Eric Wu Jinyi, RI1-14.

MALACCA NAVIGATION TRIP 2016

On 02 March 2016, we were very privileged to be
given the opportunity to experience an overseas trip to
Malacca in our very own Diamond 40. The instructors we
flew with were Mr Tan SK, Ms Tan SL, Mr Siva and
Mr Liew KP.
Just like any other navigational trip, the plan was to fly
there, have a good lunch and shop till we drop before
heading back on the very same day. The trip to Malacca
took about an hour and we passed by towns such as Johor,
Muar and Batu Pahat. It was a good experience for us to
locate landmarks and navigate in a new environment while
enjoying the beautiful scenery.

After a hearty meal, we travelled with our bloated stomachs
to Aeon, a giant shopping mall. Indeed, time flew while we
were having fun. We purchased some tidbits before heading
to the airport. On our flight back, almost all of us spotted
double rainbows, and it was a really breathtaking sight to
behold. After what seemed like a few minutes, we touched
down in Seletar Airport and our trip was over, sadly.
Despite this very short trip to Malacca, we would like to
thank SYFC management and instructors for this once-in-alifetime exposure which will definitely leave an unforgettable
memory in all of us for the rest of our lives.

Contributed by Students from PAC-15
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However, we were hit by bad news when we reached
Malacca. We were told that the city was closed due to an
ongoing cycling event. This meant that our initial plan to
visit Jonker Street had to be scrapped and we had to settle
for lunch at a nearby restaurant (where we ate more than
100 rice balls with chicken).

SYFC CCA STUDENTS' FLYING EXPERIENCE
IN THE DA40 AIRCRAFT
Ethan Seah
St. Andrew’s Secondary School

"The DA40 flight was a memorable flight,
which brought whatever I’ve learnt from
the simulator classes to life. It was unique
experiencing the G forces - much like a
rollercoaster ride. I am looking forward to
take flying training after my O level exams."
Abheshekh Manivannan
National Junior College

"The DA40 flight was certainly an
eye-opener for me. I have waited for a long
time for this and was lucky enough to have
the front seat. The view of the ground from
the aircraft was breathtaking and we were
able to understand first-hand on airmanship
and its importance whilst flying."

DEFENCE SCIENCE
STUDENTS VISIT SYFC
SYFC hosted 24 students attending the YDSP World of
Science, Aerodynamics students on 08 June 2016. They
were given briefings on the DA40 aircraft to correlate the
aviation theories learnt to real flying in a DA-40 aircraft.
Students found flying in the DA40 aircraft to be awesome!
Joseph See from ACS (Independent) commented,

"Though we could not fly on 08 June due to
inclement weather, we were very happy we
got an opportunity to fly on 17 June 2016.
It was a real eye-opening experience flying
in the DA40 aircraft, flying at 5000ft. I am
signing up for the SYFC Basic Flying Course
as a stepping stone to take up a flying
career in RSAF."
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F2 CONTROL LINE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
Our SYFC Junior Team
Racing won for the
first time at the recently
concluded Control Line World
Championships (Junior Category)
in Perth, Western Australia.
“The event that we specialised in is F2C – Team Racing.
We joined the Control Line Special Interest Group (SIG)
3 years ago and since then, we have taken part in 2 Western
Australia Nationals and the 2016 FAI World Championships.
We have been training twice a week for the past year and have
continuously met our training targets. Our initial target for a
100 lap simulation was to clock under 3 min 45 sec. By the
time we left for the world competition we had achieved 3:21.
This timing gave us some confidence to go and compete in
the world arena in a foreign country.
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As we arrived for the first day of practice for the world
championships in Perth, the feeling of nervousness sunk in.
We were one of 32 teams from all over the world taking part
in the F2C team racing event. Practice was random and with
new faces we never met. During one of our practices the
model flew inwards quite a number of times. As we learnt later
from the team we were training with, former world champions
Pascal and Georges Surugue, the particular pit stop we had
chosen was not correct due to the changes in wind direction.

The next day we had our first race. Strangely, our
first race was actually with Pascal and Georges, and the
third team happened to be our direct competitors,
the junior team from Russia. We played safe for our first
World Championship race as it was tremendously stressful.
Any mistake such as a mis-catch or turn-in would cause
a disqualification. However we managed to complete the
race with a time of 3:25. This was quite good for the first
round and we were in the top 10 position.
The following day, we had our second race. It was, however,
not as good as the first. The 3 pilots were quite rough in the
centre and we had to make an extra pit stop. As a result,
the timing was slower than that we had in our first heat.
The third race ended a bit faster than the other 2 heats.
During our 1st pit stop, my piloting error caused our model
to run into the would be world champions' lines. As a result,
both of our models came in and we were disqualified while
they got a re-fly.
By the end of the third round, we were up in 16th position and
were not eligible for the semi-finals. However the organiser
had arranged for final between the 2 junior teams. The final
was over quickly as we flew a flawless race and got a time of
3:17. This was largely due to the quick one single pit stop.
The one flick start ensured that we back up in the air as
quickly as possible. Our Russian competitors were not as

F2C Team Racing Model Planes

lucky. They encountered a fuel feed issue after their first pit
stop and were not able to finish.
At the end of the competition we were recognised by the FAI
for our efforts and were awarded with the junior team racing
champion award.
Now that we're back, we intend to help the future
generations of SIG students and pay our knowledge
forward. The award will serve as a motivation for us to do
better and we look forward to further World Championships !

The Singapore Team

Acknowledgements:
We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude to Mr Richard Ong and Mr David Su for
training us tirelessly, CCAM and the CCA instructors for
supporting us. We would also like to thank our parents
and teachers for their support and encouragement.
Last of all, we would like to thank Singapore Youth Flying
Club for giving us the opportunity to represent Singapore
in this competition.
Luzian & Bryan (Pilot/Mechanic - Singapore Team 2016 F2C Team Racing Junior Event).

NCC AIR CADETS FLYING EXPERIENCE
FLIGHTS IN DA40 AIRCRAFT
Darren Teo Wei Zhe
Catholic High School

"I felt that it was indeed fascinating to
fly above Singapore, and the view was
spectacular from up there. The flight opened
up a whole new experience for me. Sitting in
the co-pilot seat, I felt as if the aircraft was
under my control."
Teddy Goh Zheng Ting
St. Gabriel’s Secondary School

"I experienced the thrill of flying and the
flight has inspired me to work harder to be
a pilot, and harness the power of the sky."
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SYFC PARTICIPATION IN SINGAPORE
AMAZING FLYING MACHINE COMPETITION 2016
A total of 240 students from 11 school YFCs and Open
Unit participated in the Singapore Amazing Flying Machine
Competition in March 2016, organised jointly by DSO and
Singapore Science Centre.
SYFC students participated mainly in designing and
building a small unpowered glider to be propelled from a
launcher to achieve the longest range and in designing and
building a small remote-controlled air platform capable of
completing a series of exciting tasks.
Students were very encouraged and inspired by their
performances and are looking forward to participate in
next year’s competitions.

FLYING EXPERIENCES IN RSAF AIRCRAFT
During the June 2016 school holidays, various activities were held for CCA students at the various levels. Part of their
training programme involved having flying experiences in RSAF aircraft.

Aldric Foo Tze Yin
from Anderson Secondary School, who flew in
the RSAF C130 on 21 June 2016 commented

“Never knew the C130 aircraft was so huge
though they fly over my house daily. It
was very exciting to see my house and its
surroundings from the air… They were very
small, and looked like LEGO blocks to me.”
Sherman Kho Jun Hui
from Hai Sing Catholic, who flew in the RSAF
Chinook helicopter on 06 June 2016 commented
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"Flying in the helicopter was completely
different from conventional aircraft. The
wind blowing into my face and legs was
definitely a very good experience. I will
cherish the flight and am looking forward to
take up a flying career."

SAFETY AWARDS

Safety Letters of Commendation were awarded to Mr Mah’di
Wong, a flight instructor from SYFC and Justin Tan, a PPL holder
for their vigilance and prompt actions preventing safety related
incidents from happening.

SPOT THE PLANES CONTEST
Prizes : 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.
1

2

What are the names of the aircraft shown in the above pictures?
a. 			

b.

c. 			

d.

Name & NRIC No:
School:
Class:

Age:

Address:
Tel:

4

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners March 2016
1. Ng Jun Jie Jarrett

Bukit View Secondary School

2. Neo Jun Wei

Bukit View Secondary School

3. Carl Shane

Bukit View Secondary School

4. Ong Yi Feng Jayden

Edgefield Secondary School

5. Tay Chye Chee Nick

Edgefield Secondary School

6. Soh Kai Ren Keith

Edgefield Secondary School

7. Tan Zhi Kai

Hai Sing Catholic

8. Lee Zong Xun Renfred

Hai Sing Catholic

9. Chew Jing Kai

Kranji Secondary School

10. Goh Chee Kiat

Westwood Secondary School
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Please submit this photocopy of this completed form to the CCA
Manager, SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695 to reach
us by 15 Oct 2016. Each person is only entitled to one entry, and only
secondary school students may participate. The decision for winners by
SYFC is final. Results will be published in the next newsletter.
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FREE
FLYING
PROGRAMME
REALISE
YOUR DREAM
TO BE A PILOT

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO OBTAIN
A PRIVATE PILOT’S LICENCE

Singapore Youth Flying Club 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695.
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