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The Singapore Youth Flying Club (SYFC) is pleased to see
more young Singaporeans interested in aviation. A total of 550
secondary school students participated in 8 competitive events
in the Inter-School Aeromodelling Competition 2014 conducted
by the SYFC. My congratulations to the prize winners and to
Evergreen Secondary School for winning the Challenge Trophy
in the competition. To those who did not perform well, learn
from the experience and do better in next year’s competition.
Remember that the process of learning is just as important as
winning the competition.
In our drive to reach out to more students, the Club is offering
a short flying programme to schools who are interested in
providing flying experience to their students. We are pleased that
Raffles Institution has come on-board to participate in this flying
programme with a first batch of 5 students. We hope to see more
schools interested in providing flying experience to their students
and energizing them to become pilots in the future.
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Stepping into
the Eagles’ Nest.
RAAF Base Pearce is home
to 130 Squadron of the
Republic of Singapore
Air Force (RSAF).
This is where pilot
trainees go through
the Basic Wing
Course (BWC)
and Basic Wing
Course-Fighter
(BWC-F).
SYFC gave
us the rare
opportunity to
see first-hand
how world-class
pilots are trained.

I had the privilege to ride along in the back seat of the PC21 with Captain Ding P, and with two other aircraft formed
a rare 3-ship training mission to practice Basic Air Combat
Manoeuvres, a part of the BWC-F syllabus. Flying the PC21 was unlike the DA-40. It is 3 times faster, highly agile and
has a complex avionics system.
The training airspace is more than twice the size of
Singapore and the view of the terrain was soon obscured
by an endless bed of clouds as we climbed above 10000
feet. It was akin to entering a new dimension, surreal
yet unforgiving.

We interacted with
the BWC trainees, which
included several senior SYFC
PPL Alumni, to gain insight to life in
the RSAF. The day starts after breakfast with a squadron
briefing where the weather, aircraft maintenance records,
flight schedule and other matters are reported to keep
everyone up to date.
Aaron, a senior alumni and BWC-F trainee, gave us a tour
of the squadron building to see the facilities and how the
squadron operated. The sheer amount of preparation
and the work load the trainees faced on a daily basis was
daunting but they took it in their stride, encouraging each
other to work hard towards a common goal: To graduate
from BWC.

Once the fight commenced, I was exposed to aggressive
high “G” manoeuvres. The trainees pulled more than
5Gs to out-turn and “shoot” at our aircraft. It was a
thrilling experience to whizz past each other at lightning
speed and to feel the adrenaline pumping as my G-suit
inflates to squeeze blood to my upper body to prevent loss
of consciousness.
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It was physically draining as we repeated the exercise more
several times, improving our fighting prowess with each
pass. I could only imagine the immense mental stress the
trainees were under as they worked together to take down
the “enemy”. Close formation flying was another sight to
behold, flying wingtip to wingtip only a few feet apart. With
the view of the west coast and cruising under the clouds
with scattered radiant rainbows at 10000 feet, we returned
to base. A queasy stomach is common for first timers but I
was glad to earn my trophy: the unused vomit bag.

To end the day, the squadron gathered together for
End-Of-Day-Debrief. The trainees were given a pop
quiz and a senior trainee gave a short presentation.
The instructors gave their comments and lessons learnt
for the day were shared as well. This way, the squadron
works towards improving themselves on a daily basis.
The life of a pilot trainee is not just all work and no play.
We toured Perth, visiting the Caversham Wildlife Park
and Fremantle Harbour just to name 2. We chanced
upon a Singaporean shop owner there and to our surprise,
he used to fly the A-4S Skyhawk for the RSAF in the
early ‘80s!

Adieus to
a pioneer
pilot.
The Club hosted a small get-together on 16 Sep 14
for Micky Liew, one of its long-serving flying instructors,
as he retired from the Club after serving for 10 years from
1 Nov 2004 to 14 Sep 2014. However, his involvement
with the Club went back far longer and deeper than that.
When he was an active RSAF pilot, he was seconded to
SYFC to serve as its General Manager from 1990 to 1994.
Then, SYFC was part of the RSAF and known as 151 Sqn.
Micky actually saw the privatisation of the Club
from its origin as a RSAF Sqn to its status today as
a private organisation.

Contributed by
Ho Jia En
194BFC

Micky Liew (right) with colleagues

been a pilot and privileged to have flown so many types
of aircraft and been given such varied experiences.
He clocked a respectable 11,000 plus flying hours and
had flown fighter plane such as the Hunter, trainers like the
Strikemaster, S211 to aerobatic plane such as the CT4B
and civilian aircraft like the Piper Warrior II and Diamon
40. Micky shared his words of wisdom on working – to be
happy doing what one is doing and to work well with others
by helping them and getting along.
After retirement, Micky will not be sitting idle. He is helping
his son to run his dental business. The Club thanked Micky
for his service and wishes him all the best.
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In his farewell speech, Micky reminisced about his long
career as a pilot. He said that he was happy to have

On behalf of the alumni, I would like to express our
gratitude to SYFC for giving us the privilege to visit
130 Squadron and Mr Sam Lee for bringing us around
and interacting with us. We have gained invaluable insight
from the trainees and instructors. I have been greatly
inspired and look forward to joining the RSAF; a Force
like nothing on earth.

STUDENTS'
VIEWS.
FIRST SOLO

.

PPL

.

The PPL course has been a very enriching experience. It has
fulfilled my love for flying and I realised my dream to become a
pilot. I also made many friends here. We share the same interest in
flying and that gave me a wonderful journey without a moment of
boredom. I am very privileged to be in this course and would highly
recommend it to all my friends who want to be pilots.
Gan JC 199BFC
My SYFC experience has been an amazing and enriching one
which has taught me many life-skills. It has not been a very easy
path and I could never have done this alone without the help of all
the instructors, especially my Primary Instructor Mr Toh BH.
Gan KM 199BFC

“After so many flights, my long
awaited first solo came and it was
the best experience.”

The experience I have had here in SYFC is an enriching one that
I will treasure for the rest of my life. Handling an aircraft is never
easy and I am grateful to all instructors who have taught me the art
of flying with perseverance and dedication. Flying has taught me
many life-skills and the friends I have made here have made this
journey an even more exciting one.

I have gained a lot from the BFC phase and SYFC has provided
me that experience.Thank you my Primary Flight Instructor,
Mr Raman for always pushing me and encouraging me all the way
to my first solo.

Shaik J 198BFC.

Bryant Chua 206BFC
The days leading up to my first solo were filled
with excitement and sleepless nights. At
last, when I touched down for the final
time with my instructor, I could feel
the adrenaline rush as he asked me
if I was ready to go first solo. Of
course! Yet, when I was alone in
the cockpit of the DA40 I l felt the
tension eased off. There was not
an inkling of fear, not an iota of
anxiety. There was nothing but
the overwhelming realisation that
I was in the sky, alone, with the
ground collapsing beneath me
and the endless horizon stretching
as far as the eye could see. I never
want to forget that moment.
Nicholas Foong SK 205 BFC
Flying my 1st solo was definitely an eyeopening experience. Having been with the
SYFC CCA since secondary 1, it has been 4 long
years that I have seen other pilots going up for their solos,
sharing their stories on SYFC's Take Off magazine and that has
always been my inspiration. Now I am given the priviledge of
sharing this story after 5 months of hard work, from ground school
to my 1st solo. Being up there alone actually made me realise I
had full responsibility for the aircraft and yet felt like a huge weight
has been taken off my shoulders. Flying has always made me
feel free of the earthly stresses and this feeling was only amplified
with my first solo. I would like to thank my instructor, Mr Lee SL
for preparing me so well for my first solo and thank the SYFC for
providing me such a once in a lifetime oppurtunity.

There were many ups and downs during my PPL journey, having
to juggle with school, CCA and SYFC. I was given the chance to
excel further in the PPL phase. It's no longer like the Basic Course.
The many circuit and area works, the solo flights further enhance
my skills, preparing me for the Flight Handling Test. With all the
help from fellow PPL course mates and instructors, I cannot let
them down.
Tan BS 203BFC.
The days I am going through the PPL course were filled with ups
and downs. Nevertheless, Obtaining my PPL is a big milestone
in my life. I am one step closer to my dream of flying with the
Air Force. Flying has taught me to be a detailed person, always
striving for perfection. It has also moulded my character and made
me more resilient.
Jarred Yeo ZW, SP1-14.
Throughout my one year stay in SYFC, I have learnt many things
from the instructors as well as the people who are
taking the same course as me. The time
here has given me opportunities to
learn and taught me valuable skills.
I’m proud to be in SYFC and to
get the chance to get a Private
Pilot Licence. I would not be
the same person if not for
the people I have met and
worked along
the way. I am fully
thankful for the time
spent in SYFC.
Lee TX Rayner, 201BFC.

My first solo is something I wouldn’t forget. When my instructor left
the plane, I was nervous yet happy and when I was up in the skies.
I felt a whole new indescribable feeling.

From first joyride to FHT,
first solo to last solo,
it had been a really tough
journey. Many times through
the course, I made mistakes
over and over again.
Flying not only provided me
the skill to become the Pilot-InCommand, but also important values
like self-discipline, responsibility as well as the
courage and confidence to overcome any challenges I may face in
future. Thanks to my instructors, family and friends, I'm really
grateful to be able to successfully complete the PPLcourse.
It'll definitely be memories I'll never forget!

Clemen Liu 208BFC.

Lim Tongzheng 203BFC

Justin Tan 207BFC
Without my instructor by my side, every single decision I make
has to be firm. Flying Solo has made me more confident and is a
experience I will never forget.
Chia HG 208BFC.
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209BFC
RP2-14

TP6-14

NEW BASIC
FLYING
COURSES.
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RI1-14

14th Singapore
Youth Flying Club Inter-Schools
Aeromodelling Competition 2014.
The annual SYFC Inter-Schools Aeromodelling Competition
2014 was conducted from 09 to 13 Sep with Mrs Carol
Lim, Principal of Evergreen Secondary School gracing
the closing ceremony on 13 Sep. A total of 550 students
participated in 8 competitive events, Evergreen Secondary

School emerged as winner of the SYFC Inter-School
Aeromodelling Challenge Trophy for 2014, with Hillgrove
Secondary School and Hwa Chong Institution as 1st and
2nd runner-ups respectively.

The overall results for the competitions were:

CONTROL LINE –
Class A Gas Powered
Rat Race Open

JUNIOR
RAT RACE CONTROL
LINE ELECTRIC

SENIOR
RAT RACE CONTROL
LINE ELECTRIC

Champion
Amanda Ng
Bukit View Sec Sch

Champion
Lim Rui Min
Evergreen Sec Sch

Champion
Lim Rui Min
Hai Seng Catholic

1ST Runner Up
Luzian Arno Gehlhaar
Edgefield Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Goh Yew Leng
Evergreen Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Muhammad Aqil B. Rosdi
Evergreen Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Tey Zhi Sheng
Bukit View Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Khaizuran B. Khalid
Evergreen Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Clifford Foo Zhi Jun
Yuang Cheng Sec Sch

JUNIOR RADIO
CONTROL FIXED WING
PYLON RACING

SENIOR RADIO
CONTROL FIXED WING
PYLON RACING

FREE
FLIGHT
FIXED WING

Champion
Chester Koh
Xinmin Sec Sch

Champion
Chung Zhuo Han
Hillgrove Sec Sch

Champion
Luzame Jonathan Deacon
Northbrooks Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Clarissa Lim Xin Rong
NorthBrooks Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Chan Yi En
Northbrooks Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Balraj Singh Dhaliwal
Northbrooks Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Arsyad B Abdul Malik
NorthBrooks Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Jonathan Wong Jian
Evergreen Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Amparo Mico Magpantay
Northbrooks Sec Sch

FLIGHT
SIMULATOR PRECISION
FLYING JUNIOR

FLIGHT
SIMULATOR PRECISION
FLYING SENIOR

CHUCK
GLIDER AIRCRAFT
DESIGN

Champion
Wong Jia Hao
Edgefield Sec Sch

Champion
Ang Jia Jie Rex
Greenview Sec Sch

Champion
Goh Uew Leng
Evergreen Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Muhd Khairul Ekwan
Montfort Sec Sch

1ST Runner Up
Leong Xiao Cong Michael
Ngee Ann Sec Sch

Runner Up
Zhang Yu Xin
Hillgrove Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Siao Yu Xuan
Hillgrove Sec Sch

2ND Runner Up
Eng Bo Xuan
Hillgrove Sec Sch
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Visit to
Republic Polytechnic
and Gliderfest on 15
October 2014

Visit to

Sembawang Air Base
A total of 100 students from the various school YFCs
participated in the annual ‘GliderFest@RP’, co-organized
by Republic Polytechnic, DSO National Laboratories and
Singapore Science Centre at the Republic Polytechnic on
15 Oct 14. Students were tested in their building and flying
skills of balsa wood gliders. Our SYFC students performed
very well and won several prizes with Bukit View Secondary
School and Evergreen Secondary School as winners and
runner-ups respectively. Students were also shown around
the Polytechnic Campus hanger housing the static Learjet
aircraft, flight simulator and the wind tunnel.
Bryan Tey Zhi Sheng from
Bukit View Secondary School commented

“ This is the third year I am
participating in the GliderFest@RP.
Last year, my team achieved the
2nd runner up and it gave us the
confident and motivation to excel
to greater heights this year and
indeed, our hard work paid off to
be winners. ”

On 29 Oct 14, 70 CCA students visited Sembawang
Air Base to learn more about its operations and role in
the RSAF. All had a familiarisation flight on the Super
Puma helicopter.
Participant Faris Chong Han from
Yuying Secondary School commented

“ I enjoyed the helicopter flight
tremendously, especially its tight
manoeuvring over Singapore.”
Bryan Chang Chun Kit from
St. Gabriel’s Secondary School added

“ I was particularly impressed with
the quick hot refuelling operation.”
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15 to 18 Aug

National Camp 2014

A group of 20 CCA students from Hillgrove Secondary
School attended the National Camp from 15 to 18 Aug
2014 with about 600 other participants from the other
Uniformed Groups (UGs). The camp’s theme was ‘Learning
for Life, for All” held at the Home Team Academy, Old Choa
Chu Kang Road.
Brandon Lau from Hillgrove Secondary School commented

“ The National Camp has been
a very good experience for me,
making many friends from the other
UGs. The activity I liked best was
the .22 revolver shooting, where
we were given the chance to shoot
real revolvers at a target. It was a
once in a life time unforgettable
experience indeed ”.

Visit to

AVIATION INDUSTRIES

2 visits were organized to Rolls Royce Company on
13 and 22 August 14 for a total of 45 students from
Northbrooks and Fuchun Secondary Schools as part of
our learning journey programme to widen their aviation
knowledge and understanding on how aviation industries
operate in Seletar Airport.
Tea Zhi Xun from Northbrooks commented

“ I was impressed with the huge
Trent 900 turbofan engines, with the
engine air in-takes twice the size of
myself in height.”
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A group of 20 senior CCA students visited Changi
Meterological Office at Changi Airport. John Ow from
St Joseph Institution commented “ the visit was an eye
opener, learning how the meterological forecaster used
all the raw information from various stations and predicting
and forecasting the weather not only for Singapore but
the region.”

Visit to

Changi
Meterological
Office

SPOT THE PLANES CONTEST.
Prizes : 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.
1

2

3

Name the aircraft shown in the pictures above.
a.

b.

c.

d.

Name & NRIC No:
School:
Class:

Age:

Address:

Tel:

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners July 2014
Adon Yap

River Valley High School

Keith Law Zer Kye

Anglican High School

Jason Lau Jie Sheng

Hwa Chong Institution

Justin Teng

St. Gabriel Secondary School

Darren Lim Zhong Cheng

Edgefield Secondary School

Wong Jia Hao

Edgefield Secondary School

Keith Tang Jun Jie

Hai Seng Catholic School

Sew Kai Tek

Evergreen Secondary School

Samuel Song

HuaYi Secondary School

Roy Tan Joon Hong

Hai Seng Catholic School
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Please submit this photocopy of this completed form to the CCA Manager,
SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695 to reach us by 15 January
2015. Each person is only entitled to one entry, and only secondary school
students may participate. The decision for winners by SYFC is final. Results will
be published in the next newsletter.
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YOUR FLIGHT IS OUR MISSION™

A E R O S PA C E E V O

+65 6732 6347

