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The Singapore Youth Flying
Club (SYFC) is pleased to
enter into a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
partnership with the Singapore
Polytechnic (SP) to offer their
Year 3 students from the School
of Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering the
opportunity to experience the thrill of flying and
obtain the Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL). Through
this partnership, we hope to inspire and interest
many more SP students to participate in our PPL
programme and embark on a flying career with
the Republic of Singapore Air Force.
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• Students’  Views
• SYFC CCA Students’ Flying Experience in the
		 DA40 aircraft

To provide wider exposure and experience on
aviation and flying to our students, the Club
regularly organized trips to the RSAF’s flying
squadrons to let them get a first-hand feel and
appreciation of flying in a high performance
fighter aircraft. Students also get to appreciate
how pilots are trained, and honed on their flying
skills. Such trips have inspired many students to
apply for pilot training in the RSAF.
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The Singapore Air Show 2014 is another inspiring
event for our students. The Club participated
in the airshow with our DA 40 on static display
and a joint recruitment booth with the Air Force
Recruitment Centre. It is heartening to see our
Alumni members spending time and effort out
in the hot sun to explain and interest parents
and youths on our flying programmes. We look
forward to seeing more youths applying to fly in
the DA 40.
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YFC participated in the Singapore Airshow
2014 with a DA40 aircraft on static display
and a “flight simulator” booth to interest
youths in aviation and flying. Both the DA-40
aircraft and the flight simulators were swarmed with
aviation enthusiasts during the public days. Adults
and kids were eager to get onto the ‘’controls’’ and
cockpits to get a taste of being a pilot and flying
the DA40. Singapore Airshow is definitely a good
platform to publicise SYFC’s flying programme to
parents and youths.
crowd at the DA40 aircraft
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their F16 pilots

An hour on
the F-16D+

A

s one of the many graduates
from SYFC, I was fortunate
enough to be selected for the
once in the lifetime opportunity for
a F-16 joyride. When I received the
news from MAJ Lee, I felt a mixture
of excitement and hesitation.
Hesitation simply because the F-16
is a much bigger and faster aircraft
than the Diamond DA-40CS that
I currently fly, and I was unsure of
what to expect. Eventually, the
thought of the thrill flying a military
fighter jet, an opportunity that many
others would long for, took over
and I signed up without thinking
any further. And now, after the
joyride, I can confidently say it was
a decision that I never regretted.
Besides the obvious excitement
and thrill of flying the F-16D+, the
process, from the flight suit and gear
fitting all the way to experiencing
the flight itself, was a learning
process which allowed me to gain
much greater insight into what the
RSAF actually does. During the gear
fitting, we were attached to a junior
F-16 Pilot and a WSO fighter who
took us around and shared with
us their experiences. We also met
Military Experts during the fitting
who also gave us another first hand
perspective into what Air Force life
is all about, beyond anything that
can be found on the internet.
After we finally donned all the cool
and complex gear (which almost
made us feel like real pilots for a
moment), we were ready for our
flight. “HYPNO” (callsign) who is
the squadron Fighter Weapon
Instructor flew me as the wingman
of a 2 ship formation to the training
area over the South China Sea.
We departed Changi Airbase in
a close formation, and once in
the area, we moved to a tactical
formation to carry out a G-check,

which comprised two
90 degree turns that
prepared our bodies
to get used to the high
G-forces. During the
turns, I got to pull as
high as 5.5Gs, which
was a very sensational
and new experience.
I was also shown
Range & Tracking where
HYPNO showed me
how to use the guns to
track another aircraft,
and I also got to see flares being
dispensed from the tracked
aircraft. Following which, we then
separated into single ships and
HYPNO showed me some cool
aerobatics where he did a full
360 degree loop, aileron rolls and
wingovers.
The only downer of the flight was
that time flew faster than the aircraft
and before I knew it, it was time to
return to base. All in all, I would say

that the experience was priceless
and there were many lessons I took
home that day. It is an opportunity
never to be missed and I strongly
encourage all graduates to go and
fly the F-16D+ one day!
Chan GX (VJC)
CSE 191
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“A Pre-Episode of RSAF”

M

ost of us usually walk with the surface of the earth right below us. Well,
have you ever thought what would it be like if the earth’s surface was
right above you. Yes. Above you. Some of us were fortunate enough
to experience that euphoric experience, in a PC-21 with some real aerobatic
manoeuvres, all thanks to the Singapore Youth Flying Club’s trip to RAAF Base
Pearce which allows students to experience and witness the life of
a trainee in the Republic of Singapore Airforce.
I would personally classify this trip as an enriching and substantiating
experience, which I will further elaborate.
There was an interesting aura and environment as soon as we
entered the squadron (The 130 Squadron of RSAF which trains
RSAF pilots in the Basic Wing Course). A trailer; “Through this
door walk the best trained pilots in the world” was the quote
at the entrance of the Squadron. The corridor was filled with
pictures of hundreds of determined pilots from the various Fighter
Wing Course(FWC) and Basic Wing Course(BWC). The Pride of
a RSAF Pilot can be intuited in the air.
As soon as you walked into the Operations Room, you know they
mean business. The instructors and trainees give off a certain
vibe. Something professional, something that tells people that
they are pilots.
I have to admit that the living conditions are much better than what
I expected them to be, with a gym, air conditioned rooms, cafeteria and even a table tennis table in the cafeteria.
They train hard and they rest hard as well.
But of course, the day we will remember most will be when we flew in the PC-21. Flying in Australia was completely
different from flying in Singapore. The airspace was quite large, and we flew in a straight line at 250kts for a few
minutes just to reach the training area. Maybe it was just me, but the sky looked closer and a lot more beautiful
from 13000ft, compared to the usual maximum of 6000ft we operate at.
200kts is a speed twice that at which I am used to flying at, and if I flew the Diamond DA-40 at that speed it would
surely suffer significant structural damage. But for the PC-21 it was all normal to go even faster than that, and
pull Gs that would break the wings off the plane I usually fly. The experience was akin to opening the gates to a
new dimension, a dimension of power and speed that I had never
tasted before. It was sweet indeed. It was nerve wrecking to see
the number of things the pilots had to do within such a short time.
We would like to thank Singapore Youth Flying Club for this
invaluable opportunity and Mr Lionel Lye for bringing us around
and sharing his experience.
Faias
TP3-13
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MOU Signing Ceremony
between Singapore
Youth Flying Club and
Singapore Polytechnic

S

ingapore
Youth
Flying
Club
and
Singapore
Polytechnic
signed
a
Memorandum of Understanding
to enable third year students
from the Diploma of Aeronautical
Engineering to learn flying at
the SYFC.
Students participating in this
joint partnership programme will
have the opportunity to obtain a
Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL) at the
completion of the flying course.
The first batch of three students,
Benedict Chua, Winson Ng and
Jarred Yeo will start their training in March 2014 and they can look forward to receiving their PPL after 6 months.

DSTA Flight
experience
programme

The course provided a rare experience for
us to control a real aircraft in flight, and
made us truly appreciate the amount of
workload that a pilot encounters in flight.
On the ground, the course also allowed us
have a feel of the conduct of operations of a
flying training school. Overall, a fulfilling and
enriching experience! – Tan Shao Wei
After the course, I now appreciate the heavy
workload of a pilot and the multitasking
skills required to pilot a plane. It’s something
I’ll keep in mind when cockpit design
considerations come up in my scope of
work in the future. – Ang Wei Qin

A experience which is really useful for us,
especially now that we know the kind of workload
a pilot has when he is in flight. It will enable us
to design for system integration from the pilot’s
perspective. – Jeon Chen Meijun
Totally enjoyed the course to every second of
it. Coming from an engineering background,
the course software was interesting while the
breath-taking sorties put all those theories into
practical which was absolutely exciting! After
this first-hand experience on the heavy workload
of the pilot, we will surely have this in mind for
future aircrafts’ modifications and acquisition.
Overall, it was a mind-blowing experience!
– Owyong Heng
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STUDENTS’ VIEWs
SOLO
The First Solo is something every aspiring pilot looks forward to. It marks the beginning of a
long journey, one that will be full of ups and downs but nonetheless exhilarating. As a child,
one can only dream of such an experience.
My first solo was an amazing feeling. Once I dropped my instructor off at the parking bay,
the rush of adrenaline was overpowering. Having your call-sign changed is something else
altogether. I will never forget this day. It is truly amazing.
2 Paul Joseph PAC2-13.

ppl
Having tasted flight made me unable to look at the skies the same. Many thanks to my
instructors for going through this journey with me! They’ve not only taught me how to fly but
also have imparted life skills. Through my FI Lionel Lye, I learnt that life is constantly putting
me through challenges so as to mould me into a better person. Time flies! However we can
choose to be the Pilot or passenger. For those who’re aspiring to fly or will be joining the
SYFC family, you’ll not regret and the skies are only the beginning.
2 Chace Yip
Throughout my journey here in SYFC, I learnt several qualities such as leadership and independence. Flying here in
SYFC has allowed me to see things from different perspectives. Not only did I learn how to fly, I have also improved
my discipline. I’ve made many friends and have had countless memories. Flying is a privilege.
2 Kenn Lim JW TP3-13

SYFC CCA STUDENTS’ FLYING
EXPERIENCE IN THE DA40 AIRCRAFT
Views from :
Joseph Chong – Hwa Chong Institution
“The DA40 ride brought whatever I’ve learnt from
simulator classes to life. Being able to sit beside the
pilot is an experience I will never forget. Experiencing
the G forces was the most thrilling aspects of it all –
much like a rollercoaster ride. I am looking forward to
take flying training.”
Lau Ming Xuan – Compassvale Secondary
“I have learnt much during the DA40 joyride. I
experienced what it feels like to be inside the plane.
Before the flight, I heard some of the messages that
were spoken before taking off. During the flight, I got
to experience the different effects while flying like the
strong g forces acting on us whilst turning. It was a
unique experience to be given an opportunity to fly in
a plane with the pilot besides me.”

Emmanuel Kwan – Chung Cheng High
“The flight experience was an exciting and informative
one which started from the preflight checks till
landing. The view of the ground from the aircraft was
breathtaking and we were able to understand first
hand on airmanship and its importance whilst flying.
All in all, the experience further enhanced my passion
for flying and confirmed my decision to take up flying
in SYFC.”
Ivan Tay – Anglo-Chinese School (Barker)
The Diamond DA40 FEP was amazing. It was my first
time ever being behind the controls of a plane. The
view from above was breath-taking. This has definitely
motivated me to work hard towards attaining the PPL
in the future.
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SYFC’s Aviators’ Programme
for Catholic High School and
Temasek Secondary School
November 2013

T

welve students from Catholic High and Temasek Secondary School
participated in the Aviators’ Programme including a flight experience in the
DA40 aircraft.

“The flight was a great experience and it was the first time I experienced g forces
acting on my body in flight. It has broadened my knowledge
on aerodynamics and now I have a strong drive to pursue my
dreams to be a pilot” said Shreedhar Krishnan from Temasek.
Kyle Chan from Catholic High said “the course gave me a very
good foundation on how aeroplanes fly and the flying in the
Diamond DA40 aircraft was most memorable, experiencing
both positive and negative g forces in flight. Now I have found
a strong motivation to study hard to pursue my dreams to be
a pilot”.

Knowledge Enhancement
for CCA students

O

ne of our trainers, J.Jayakrishen from Temasek Polytechnic gave a
talk on Aircraft Avionics to our CCA students on 26 Oct 13. Students
found the lecture very informative and it contributed to their greater
understanding of avionic systems in the aircraft.
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Breitling Chronomat 44 GMT

“Patrouille Suisse 50th Anniversary”

B

reitling celebrates the 50th anniversary of Switzerland’s
aerobatics team, Patrouille Suisse by dedicating to this
exceptional team an exclusive version of the Chronomat,
complete with personalized dial and engraved caseback.
Issued in a 1,000-piece limited edition, this authentic aviation
chronograph once again reflects the special ties between the
Swiss brand and the world’s elite pilots.
As a privileged partner of aviation, Breitling enjoys a
longstanding relationship with the Patrouille Suisse that has
already led to the creation of several personalized models.
The brand now joins the team’s 50th anniversary celebrations
by launching a limited edition of its stellar Chronomat model
in its dual-time version. An authentic wrist instrument for pilots, this mechanical chronograph houses
Manufacture Breitling Caliber B04 entirely developed and produced by Breitling and
chronometer-certified by the COSC (Swiss Official Chronometer Testing Institute).
This selfwinding chronograph features a satin brushed steel case, distinguished by a black
dial bearing the flight team logo at 9 o’clock and framed by a rotating bezel. The second
hour hand, tipped by the outline of a red F-5E Tiger II, displays the second timezone in 24hour mode in a very simple manner via a crown adjustment system. The 24-hour scale on
the bezel also enables a third timezone reading. The engraved caseback bears the official
50th anniversary logo, topped by the limited-edition number.
Sturdiness and high performance expressed in a technical and masculine style: a fine
tribute to 50 years of airborne feats.

SPOT the PLANES CONTEST
Prizes: 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.
A

B

What are the names of the aircraft shown in the above pictures?
a.

b.

c.

d.

D

Please submit a photocopy of this completed form to the CCA Manager,
SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695 to reach us by 30 June 14.
Each person is only entitled to one entry, and only secondary school students
may participate. The decision for winners by SYFC is final. Results will be
published in the next newsletter.

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners - November 2013

Name & NRIC No:
SYFC Membership No:
School:
Class:

C

Age:

Address:			
Tel:

1.	Ryan Su Tse Keng		
Maris Stella High School
2.	Raul Gunawan
Jurongville Secondary School
3.	Marcus Chan		
Jurong West Secondary School
4.	Tan Sheng Cong Ervin		
Xinmin Secondary School
5.	Chng Yao Ming		
Woodgrove Secondary School

6. Gabriel Liu Wei Ren		
Hwa Chong Institution
7.	Ryan Kang
Hwa Chong Institution
8. Ryan Ang
Maris Stella High School
9.	Roy Ang Yi Ming		
Maris Stella High School
10. Gabriel Cheong
Woodgrove Secondary School

