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Foreword
The Club is very pleased to
know that three ex-SYFC
students were awarded the SAF
Merit Scholarship this year. We
are heartened that the Club has
made a positive influence on
their leadership and character
development, and paved the way for an
exciting, challenging and fulfilling career that
awaits them in the RSAF. We wish them the very
best in their studies and look forward to their
graduation as RSAF pilots in the near future.
As part of our efforts to strengthen our students’
interest in flying and aviation, exciting field
trips are organized on a regular basis, both
locally and overseas. In the last few months,
our students got the opportunities to visit the
RSAF’s training squadron at Perth, participate
in the Melaka International Air Carnival
2012, participate in the Australian National
Aeromodelling Championship and visit the
DSO National and Temasek Laboratories. We
believe that such learning trips will enhance
their knowledge on aviation and further deepen
their passion in flying.
The Club is also embarking on an initiative to
reach out to parents support groups in schools
to inform them of our enriching and exciting
aviation programmes. Through this initiative,
I hope that more parents will be keen to enrol
their children in our CCA and flying programmes.
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F-16 FAMILIARISATION FLIGHT

I

was thinking to myself “this is it, I’m going to
take-off in an F-16, an experience most 19 year
olds will not have gone through even in their
wildest dreams”. When we took off, the experience
with full afterburner was unlike anything I had ever
experienced. Before I knew it, we were in the air,
pulling a 3 to 4 G for our departure. We remained at
full afterburner all the way till we passed the speed
of sound. All I saw was passing Mach 1.0 on the Mach
meter. Breaking the sound barrier was so normal as
the transition was so smooth. No sonic boom, no
vibration, nothing spectacular. It was probably given
more hype than it actually deserves.
“Hotspur” warmed me up for the dogfight by pulling
turns with increasing Gs. At the start of the dogfight,
“Hotspur” pointed out where our “enemy” was on the
map. I could not see much what was directly in front of
us from the backseat. In a split-second, it flew right by
our left, below us, and “Hotspur” inverted the aircraft
and pulled a 4G turn to engage it. The fight was brief.
The remainder of the flight was spent doing other
interesting but less physically tiring things, like flying
low level, watching the other fighter jets spew chaffs
and flares, doing an inspection of the other aircraft,
and simulating an emergency landing at Sudong
Airfield before returning to land at Tengah.
It was a worthwhile experience to fly in the F-16, an
experience most people never get in their entire
lives. It was very enjoyable and memorable though

exhausting, and I would give anything to go for it again.
This has definitely strengthened my resolve to join the
Air Force.
Kenneth Tan,180BFC

T

he F-16 familiar-flight was just a PHENOMENAL
experience for me. Being able to sit inside
the cockpit of that powerful jet was just
amazing in itself. Being able to fly in it brought
my flying experience to a whole new level. The
flight was incredible, flying out to the South China
Sea to conduct training, we performed numerous
maneuvers such as loops, rolls, high ‘G’ turns,
zoom climbs and of course no F-16 flight would be
complete without breaking the sound barrier, which
we did. I also had the chance to control it briefly.
Even though it was such a huge and mean jet, the
controls were very sensitive and responsive and
it was a pleasure to control it. My favourite part of
the flight would have to be the high ‘G’ turns. We
started with some low 4 and 5 ‘G’ turns and slowly
progressed to the epic finale of a full 8.2 ‘G’s and I
am proud to say that even at 8.2 ‘G’s, I did not black
out. The pilot who took me up, callsign ‘Ikea’, was
extremely nice as well, always ensuring that I fully
understood everything and being very patient with
my endless stream of questions. I feel that through
this amazing opportunity that I have been given, it
has really solidified my resolve to join the Airforce.
Lim Ryan, 178 BFC
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pearce trip
reflections
pearce trip

T

he visit to RAAF Pearce was an engaging and
enriching experience, and I am extremely
grateful for the chance to be given a glimpse
of the rigours of military flight training as conducted
by the RSAF’s 130 Squadron.
I was extremely impressed with the level of
organisation within the squadron, as well as with the
challenging and engaging syllabus under which the

BWC students are trained. The familiarisation flight
on the Pilatus PC-21 was definitely the highlight of
the visit, as none of us had ever had the chance to
handle such a capable aircraft before.
On the whole, this trip has definitely broadened
our conceptions of flying and has given us valuable
insight into the life of a RSAF pilot trainee.
Contributed by Wu Bing Zhang
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n the 13th of July, 4 Flight Instructors and
5 alumni students flew to Malacca for the
Melaka International Air Carnival 2012. We
were all very excited about the trip as it was our first
navigation trip.

The two days of participating in the air carnival was
an eye-opener, whereby we managed to see many
different planes ranging from the piper warriors
our club used to fly to other stunt planes which
performed magnificent aerobatic displays.

It was a challenging flight as the cloud base was
low and we flew at low level throughout the flight something that we do not experience in our training
areas. Coming back, the flight was even more exciting
as the clouds were thicker and we encountered rain
and low visibility.

The parajumpers also performed a brilliant show for
us just as we were about to depart. We learned a lot
about the other planes and also about our very own
diamond aircraft as we looked at how instructors
managed the navigation system throughout our
journey there and back.

The formation flying was also a spectacle to behold
since none of us had experienced it before. It is
something we would never forget! After an hour,
we safely arrived in Malacca using our GPS and ILS
systems on our aircraft.

All in all, it was a great experience to be participants
of this annual air event. We were lucky to be able to
take part in this unforgettable trip!
Vincent Gan
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STUDENTS’ VIEWS
PPL

M

T

y flying journey has been long
and fruitful. It has trained me
to become more disciplined
and I am able to handle things in
an orderly manner. It wasn’t easy for
me to handle studies and flying but
with the encouragement of friends,
instructors and parents, I was able to
complete my PPL successfully.

he journey to my PPL was
challenging and rewarding. It’s an
experience that no other CCA can
offer as you take to the skies and view
the world from a different perspective.
I would urge every Singaporean youth
to sign up for the course and experience
for yourself what it’s like to strap in the
cockpit of a flying machine and control it.

Ho Jun Hao, 178BFC

Daniel Tan, 185BFC

MY FIRST SOLO FLIGHT

M

y first solo flight was on 8
July 2012. It was a once in
a lifetime experience that I
will remember forever. The feeling of
having the whole aircraft to yourself
was awesome. Before I knew it, I was
already up in the air and the flight
ended with a smooth landing.

Gerald Chew, 189BFC

M

y first solo flight was an
experience I will never forget.
The feeling of flying in the air
alone by myself like no other, even
if it was just for a short 10 minutes.
I have never felt so euphoric and
thrilled before. It is a kind of feeling
which consumes you and I am already
looking forward to my next solo flight.
Wan Kean Sing, 189BFC

M

y road to my first solo flight
was longer than usual with
bumps along the way. The
flight itself was short but to me, it
meant hours of flight practices and
hard work to be able to control the
aircraft all the way from take-off to
landing. It was fun and exciting.
Ng Wei Liang

A

fter all that I have learned in
BFC, it is extremely satisfying to
know that I am capable enough
to be in full control of the aircraft and
doing the take-off and landing by
myself was simply awesome.
John Goh CJ
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YEE CHERN HWEE AND STELLA TOH

BOTH AWARDED THE SAF MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP IN 2012

H

aving to choose a career fresh out of junior
college, my criteria were really simple. I
was looking for something meaningful and
enjoyable, something I was passionate about. To
do so, I looked back at my life and it struck me that
learning how to fly at the Singapore Youth Flying Club
(SYFC) was probably the best thing that happened
to me. I still remember the exhilarating feeling from
going airborne and it never seemed to have faded
even as time passed. Thus, my experience at SYFC
definitely influenced my decision to sign on with the
Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF).

A

t the age of eighteen I had to make a major life
decision, a decision that would determine the
rest of my life. What do I want to do for the next
30, 40 years? What kind of options are open to me?
Everyone is shaped by their experiences. These
experiences affect our decisions, for the better or for
the worse. So at that point in time, I started to recall all
these experiences. SYFC proved to be the turning point.
At the beginning of my journey in SYFC (yes, it was a
journey, of ups and downs), I had taken flying to be
merely a ‘cool’ experience. The club had promoted it
as a chance to get free flying training for a PPL, and
the prospect of being able to fly at a tender age of
sixteen before learning to drive struck me. However,
throughout the six months I spent in SYFC to attain
a solo flight, the ‘coolness’ of flying could no longer
sustain me, especially in times of difficulties. I needed
something more to motivate me, and I found it a passion which shaped my attitude. My time in
SYFC was a time of trials and tribulations. But more
importantly, it helped me discover my love for flying
and enabled me to grow in character.
As I recalled all these, I made my first steps into the
RSAF. I applied directly to the RSAF to be a pilot as well
as for the SAF Merit Scholarship for Women, SMS(W).
After passing all the selection tests, it was time for
BMT, followed by OCS. BMT and OCS were both very
demanding, physically and mentally. We had to
develop as leaders while building up our physiques.
Coming from a non-uniformed CCA and being slightly
introverted, having to command a platoon and

My short stint at SYFC had helped me in all aspects
of my life. At SYFC, I not only learnt how to handle
an aircraft, but I also picked up several positive traits
which helped developed my strength of character.
Through basic pilot training, I built confidence
and resilience. I trusted that what I have learnt in
ground school and simulator flights were sufficient
in preparing me for in flight emergency cases.
I could always muster a smile after a challenging sortie
and encourage myself to do better in the next one.
By joining the RSAF, I am giving myself an opportunity
to reignite the passion for flying and improve myself.
In the RSAF, I will learn to handle larger aircraft,
further increasing my self-confidence and resilience
by challenging myself. On top of that, there is now
a added greater purpose to flying – defending our
nation. Therefore, being a pilot trainee in the RSAF
proves to be the start of a meaningful and enjoyable
career. And SYFC paved my way towards it.

Yee Chern Hwee
adhering to the discipline proved to be challenging.
However, the final goal in my mind - flying - spurred
me on to do my best. It really would have been difficult
if I had not had such a strong motivation.
I am truly grateful for all the opportunities I have been
given, which helped shape my decision. As I depart for
my studies now, I will hold on to my motivation and
the values I have learnt during training, and prepare
myself for life in the SAF after I return, so that I can fulfil
my dream and do my part to contribute to the nation.

Stella Toh
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NATIONAL CAMP 2012

25 TO 28 AUG 12

A

group of 20 CCA students from the various School YFCs attended
the National Camp from 25 to 28 Aug 12.  

The camp’s theme was “Challenging the resilience of our Youth”, and
camp activities were held at Pulau Tekong. About 600 participants
from the various Uniformed Groups and SYFC learned various teambuilding activities like archery, fire-making and outdoor sports.
President Tony Tan Keng Yam was the Guest of Honour at the
closing ceremony.
Yeo Ming from Maris Stella High School found the team building
games very engaging as it provided an action learning experience,
allowing the campers to exercise group cohesion and foster a sense of
achievement. t also provided opportunities to imbue a sense of trust
among the participants in order to accomplish the tasks together.
Coral Lim Chuyo from Dunman High School found the Team Planning
and Strategy Games very exciting as it built confidence and teamwork
amongst the group to complete the games.
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Visit to

DSO NATIONAL and
TEMASEK LABORATORIES

AT NUS 29 AUG 12

A

group of 15 students
from NUS (High) and
School of Science Tech
YFC visited the DSO national
Laboratories (UAV Lab) and
Temasek Laboratories at NUS
on 29 Aug 12, where they were
exposed to high speed and low
speed aerodynamic testing using
the various wind tunnels. Yong
Hong from School of Science and
Technology was surprised that
the low speed wind tunnel could
measure rotational lift via the X, Y
and Z axis and that the air flow was
very laminar, even when flowing
at a speed of 21m/s. For him, the
trip was a very fascinating and
informative one, which exposed
him to the university level of
aviation research.
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SYFC AVIATORS’ PROGRAMME for
RAFFLES INSTITUTION, VICTORIA JUNIOR
COLLEGE and DUNMAN HIGH SCHOOLS
MAY TO AUG 12

S

YFC conducted Aviators’Programmes for
Raffles Institution, Victoria Junior College and
Dunman High School.

Lim ShuQi from Dunman High commented “ Through
the program, I found my interest in flying. It was my
first time up in a light aircraft and I truly enjoyed
it. It was also able to broaden my knowledge on
aerodynamics and now I have found new motivation
to pursue my dreams”.
Brandon Sim Shi Sou Zhou from Raffles Institution
commented that “the course gave me a very good
foundation on how aeroplanes fly and the flying in
the Diamond DA40 aircraft was very memorable. I
will be signing up for the PPL flying course shortly”.

SYFC WELCOMES
THE PARENTS
SUPPORT GROUP OF
VICTORIA SCHOOL

A

s part of our publicity activities, the SYFC
hosted a visit for the members of the
Parents’Support Group from Victoria School.
COL(VOL) Andy Tan, General Manager of SYFC,
personally briefed and engaged the parents during
a dialogue session. The parents were introduced
to the SYFC’s flying training programme and CCA.
After the trip, visiting parents were convinced that
their children will have a good learning experience
with SYFC.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL

AEROMODELLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2012

A

delegation of 2 staff and 4 YFC students
participated for the first time in the
Australian National Aeromodelling
Championship held in Perth, Australia from
12 to 17 Apr 12. Our team was placed fourth
in the F2D combat event. Our students
gained the necessary exposure and
experience on resilience and teamwork, and
that will spur them on to do even better in
future competition.
Soh Yibin from Woodgrove Secondary School
commented “it was a very good eye-opener
as I learnt a lot about other aeromodelling
events. The adult aeromodellers were willing
to show us the finer parts on aeromodelling
and I appreciate their eagerness to give
a helping hand before the competitions. I
am looking forward to participate in more
aeromodelling competitions.”

REFLECTIONS FROM PAUL LIEW

– EX CCA STUDENT CROSSING OVER TO BASIC
FLYING COURSE

I

had a passion for flying since young. I joined
the SYFC CCA Programme under the Open
Unit in 2008. Aeromodelling has taught
me the basic fundamentals of flights, building
my own airplane models and flying them.
I further went on to specialise in the Control Line
Aeromodelling category and have been active since
then, and now do it as a hobby after joining the
Basic Flying Course. I recently participated in the
Australian National Competition, coming in fourth
place in the team racing event. Aeromodelling has
helped me to have a better understanding of flying
during my Basic Flying Course.
I did my First Solo Flight on a DA40 on the 15 Aug
12, which was a memorable experience. Flying
with different instructors has taught me different
techniques of landing the aircraft and they have
certainly helped me to perfect my landing skills and

finally going for the first solo. When my instructor,
Mr Raman left the aircraft, I knew I was alone for
this flight. From the moment at Bay Alpha 53 till I
returned to pick up my instructor, the experience of
flying solo was fantastic. This has brought me one
step nearer to attaining my Private Pilot’s License.
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THE SYFC
EXCELLENCE AWARD

T

he award was given to outstanding individuals
who excel in their school’s CCA. Five deserving
students from Clemanti Town Sec, Ang Mo Kio
Sec, Monfort Sec, Bartley Sec and Anderson Sec were
presented the SYFC Excellence Award.

SYFC AND TEMASEK
POLYTECHNIC

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAME

S

YFC hosted a visit by the Spastic Association
organised by TP. The visitors were delighted
because it was their first time seeing aircraft upclose. You can feel and see the joy in their faces when
they posed for pictures with the aircraft.
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BREITLING

DC-3 PASSENGERS OBSERVE JETMAN IN

“FULL FLIGHT”
Eagle AS 350 helicopter. The DC-3 took a holding
position above Lake Lucerne, at the heart of
Switzerland, as Yves climbed to 6000 feet. Yves
began his fall backwards from the helicopter,
stabilized the wing and engaged all four engines
to full throttle reaching a speed of 205 km/h and an
altitude of 4500 feet. With just his shoulders, body
and legs to steer, Yves joined the DC-3 and the
flight lasted 7 minutes and pulled his parachutes
to land safely back at Buochs airport.

R

eminiscent of the famous superman scene, Yves
“Jetman” Rossy has flown in close formation,
with the Breitling Douglas DC-3, vintage aircraft.
Passengers onboard had an unique experience of
watching the world’s first jet powered man in full flight.
As the guests boarded the 1940’s, twin propeller
aircraft and took to their seats; Yves Rossy prepared
his rigid carbon Kevlar wing equipped with 4 Jet
engines and positioned himself on the skid of an

An aviation pioneer, Yves Rossy continually
pushes the boundaries of personal flight, and this
latest feat adds to the impressive list of Jetman
accomplishments including: Flying over Rio de
Janeiro, Grand Canyon West and the English
Channel and flying in formation with the Breitling
Jet Team and Breitling Wingwalkers.
The Jetman project has been supported by Swiss
luxury watchmaker, Breitling.

SPOT the PLANES CONTEST
Prizes: 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.

A

B

What are the names of the aircraft shown in the above pictures?
a.

b.

c.

d.

Name & NRIC No:

D

Please submit a photocopy of this completed form to the CCA Manager,
SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695 by 30 November 2012.
Each person is only entitled to one entry and only members of SYFC may
participate. The decision on winning entries is final. Results will be published
in the next newsletter.

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners - May 2012

SYFC Membership No:
School:
Class:

C

Age:

Address:			
Tel:

1. Ang Jing Hao		
Outram Secondary School
2 Marc Sean Andre Braun
GreenView Secondary School
3 Wayne Koh			
Hwa Chong Institution
4 Teo Jia Ying			
GreenView Secondary School

5. Ang Jin Rong James		
Greenview Secondary School
6. Habib Mohummed		
Zhonghua Secondary School
7. Chng Yau Ming		
Woodgrove Secondary School
8. Naqiuddin Bin Norhan 		
Woodgrove Secondary School

