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In line with our mission to
promote aviation and inculcate a
strong passion for flying among
our youths, SYFC is pleased to
enter into a partnership with
the Republic Polytechnic (RP) to
enable some of their students
to learn more about aviation and experience
the thrill of flying. We hope that through
this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
framework, many RP students will participate
in the flying programme and discover the
fascination and joy of flying.
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Welcome New Pilot Trainees!
• 196BFC
• 197BFC
• PAC1-12 • PAC1-12
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12th Singapore Youth Flying Club
Inter-Schools Aeromodelling Competitions 		
2012 Results
Flying Experience in the DA40 Aircraft

As part of our on-going efforts to bring aviation
to schools, the SYFC is pleased to partner
Edgefield Secondary School to offer our SYFC
CCA programme to their students for the first
time. We share the same vision of equipping
our youths with the knowledge and skills that
will put them in good stead to contribute
to society in their adult life. We believe that
the pioneer batch of 15 students will find the
aviation programmes exciting and enriching,
thereby strengthening their passion for flying.
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12th Singapore Youth Flying Club
Inter-Schools Aeromodelling Competitions 		
2012 Results
SYFC, RI and TP Jointly Organised a Visit
for Students from EPIC

I congratulate Evergreen Secondary School for
winning the overall championship trophy at the
12th Inter-School Aeromodelling Competition.
It is heartening to see 500 students in our CCA
programme participating in the 6 competitive
events. SYFC will continue to bring value and
depth to our aviation programmes to benefit
our youths.
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F-16

Familiarisation Flight
t was surreal when the canopy came down and
enclosed me in the cockpit of the F16. Prior to that
moment, I had to climb into the backseat for strap
in, which was quite a challenge due to its complexity.

I

with the G-suit squeezing my legs and abdomen.
In addition to breaking the sound barrier. I was also
given the controls briefly and I tried doing a loop and
other aerobatic manoeuvres.

The pilot in the front seat, “Hotspur”, did his checks
before we started taxiing onto the runway. As we
took off, I was practically thrown back into my seat
and soon after, experienced some Gs with the first
turn to head towards the training area.

Flying the F16 was a totally awesome experience.
The control stick was very sensitive, which I realized
after pulling an unexpected yet exciting 4G turn. The
feeling of pulling Gs under your own control is just
indescribable.

En-route to the training area, “Apex” and Sjnar, who
were in the other F16, were flying in formation
behind us on our left. It was an eye-opener to
have such a clear view of an F16 in flight at such
close range.

All in all, it was the most thrilling rides of my life and I
feel fortunate to be given this opportunity.

As we began the air exercises, Hotspur did a few high
G turns with the highest of around 7G. It was really
adrenaline pumping as I felt the Gs exerted on me

EK ZX
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Julie Lim awarded
the SAF Merit Scholarship

Y

our attitude, not your aptitude, will determine
your altitude”, said motivational speaker and
author Zig Ziglar. Passion can drive us to
achieve success, regardless of the adversities we
may face. Being awarded the SAF Merit Scholarship
(SMS) as an aspiring pilot of the RSAF, the road ahead
seems both exciting and uncertain. In retrospect,
SYFC has prepared me for the future in many ways.

Moreover, I was fortunate to receive numerous
opportunities during my SYFC stint. These included
a navigation flight to Malacca and a familiarisation
flight on the F16 D+ Fighting Falcon. My entire
experience confirmed my decision to
pursue a career as a pilot
in the RSAF.

Dream of Flight

I am currently pursuing an
Engineering (Aeronautics)
degree in the University
of Cambridge and will
return to become a pilot
of the RSAF in 4 years. I
could never envision myself
in this position two years ago. From building up
my confidence, commitment and perseverance
to equipping me with technical flying knowledge,
SYFC has developed me significantly as a person.
While the path ahead still remains uncertain, this
has given me the confidence to reach greater
heights. Attitude determines altitude. Achieving a
PPL is not the end, but the beginning.

My passion in flying was sparked off by my father, a
pilot in the RSAF. From a young age, I was interested
in aircraft and hoped to reach the sky
someday. Today, I have achieved my Private
Pilot’s License (PPL) with a total of 78.7 hours
up in the skies – a seemingly impossible
dream in the past. This was fuelled by my
passion, which allowed me to juggle the
heavy demands of flying, my two other
CCAs (as a cadet officer in the
National Cadet Corps Air and
a member of the Mathematics
Society) and finally, academic
work, to achieve straight As
and H3 Distinction in my A levels
examination.

My SYFC Journey
I began my time in SYFC
on 3 April 2010 with
175 BFC, flying the PA28-161 Piper Warrior II
aircraft.
Beyond
the
technical flying skills and
knowledge that my instructor
Mr Micky Liew imparted to me, he developed my
confidence in controlling the aircraft. This allowed
me to successfully complete my first solo flight.
Following which, I underwent a conversion to the
new DA-40 Diamond Star aircraft, before embarking
on the PPL phase of my SYFC stint. Finally, I
completed my FHT on 25 August 2011. This journey
allowed me to realise that the road may not be easy,
but with determination and perseverance, it will be
worthwhile in the end.

The Beginning

Julie Lim Yee Sin
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PEARCE TRIP Jan/Feb 2013

REFLECTIONS

T

he visit to 130 Squadron in RAAF Base Pearce was a real eye-opener for us as
we were able to see first-hand what it’s like to be a RSAF pilot.

For the 9 of us, the highlight of the trip was no doubt the PC-21 joyride where we
experienced high Gs of up to 6 as well as a wide variety of aerobatic manoeuvres,
for the first time. Personally, it was truly a thrilling and exhilarating experience
that exposed me to aspects of flying that I would otherwise have been unable
to encounter.
We also had the opportunity to witness BWC-F pilot trainees undergo simulator
training under the supervision of MR Kevin Meta, an YFC(then JFC) PPL alumnus
and the top graduate of 1st BFC back in 1971. Over the course of one week, we were
well-received and treated with great hospitality by instructors and trainees alike,
who were ever-willing to entertain our incessant questions.
On the whole, the visit to Pearce and the interacting with the
trainees, quite a few whom were YFC alumni, gave us a better
idea of what to expect when we do join the RSAF. The trip
broadened our perceptions of military flying and the military
lifestyle also inspired us to strive for the best.
Article contributed by Natalie Tan
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STUDENTS’ VIEWs
SOLO

F

rom learning how to control the aircraft to the experience of flying alone
during my first solo, the journey through the first two phases of Basic
Flying Course has been nothing short of amazing. While the path may be
challenging, accomplishment is necessarily fulfilling.
To be up in the sky chasing the wind is something
few people have the privilege of experiencing and
for that opportunity. “Skylark80 switching callsign to
Niner-Victor-Yankee_Foxtrot-Charlie, this is student’s
first solo”will always be words that will remain not
just in my head, but in my heart.”
Tommy Koh , 191BFC

G

oing for the first solo is akin to taking a maiden
voyage from home all by oneself. My emotions as
I waited alone in the parking bay to taxi out onto the runway can be described
as a mixed bag of anxiety, excitement and trepidation. Yet, as I pushed the throttle
forward and my nose-wheel lifted off the ground, I felt elated. I was flying, by myself!
From the sky, I gazed as the ground and blue sky converged in the distance. I was
reminded of how privileged I was. Back on the ground, I was tired from the flight, but
I was glad: I had rode the wind, on wings spread wide; wings that I was given, wings
that I never knew I had.
QuekZH, 190 BFC

ppl 

M

y PPL journey has been
rather challenging and
arduous, as well as an
interesting one. I’ve made many
life-long friends who have been
there for me during my stay
at SYFC.
Kitson Lim Jian En, 186BFC

F

lying with SYFC has been thoroughly
enriching. I am truly grateful to have such a
great opportunity to experience the thrill of
flying first-hand. Being here has been a fantastic
experience, learning under the wings of my
extremely experienced (and jovial) instructors has
taught me many important life-lessons – respect,
determination, perseverance. Lessons I am positive
I will carry with me and treasure for life.
Tan Ting Fang Natalie, PAC2-11

S

YFC has provided me with a wonderful
experience and I am really grateful to have the
opportunity to be in SYFC. I’ve learned many
things in SYFC and they are really useful for my
future in RSAF.
Koh YW, 186BFC
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MOU Signing Ceremony between

Singapore Youth Flying Club
and Republic Polytechnic.

S

ingapore Youth Flying Club and Republic Polytechnic
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to enable third
year students from the Diploma in Civil Aviation to learn
flying at the SYFC.
Students participating in this joint partnership
programme will have the opportunity to obtain a
Private Pilot’s Licence at the completion
of the flying course.
The first batch of students is expected to
start their training in May 2013 and they
can look forward to receiving their Private
Pilot’s Licence after 4 months.

DSTA Engineers
on the SYFC Flight 
Appreciation Course

T

he 12th batch of DSTA Engineers received their Certificates of
Participation from COL(RET) Willie Chow, Operations Manager,
SYFC. “The flight appreciation course is a real eye-opener for an
engineer like me,” commented Matthew Wu.
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12th Singapore Youth
Flying Club Inter-Schools
Aeromodelling Competitions 2012

T

he 12th SYFC Inter-School Aeromodelling
Competition was held from 1 Sep to 6 Sep 12 at
the SYFC Flying Complex. The Chuck Glider event
was included in the competition for the first time which
was very well received by the junior student participants.
A total of 500 students participated in the 6 competitive events. All the events
were run with CCA students holding appointments as timekeepers, scorers and
safety marshals with minimum supervision from adult
aeromodellers. They displayed enthusiasm and carried out
their tasks very well.
The closing ceremony was held on the morning of Thursday,
6 Sep 12 with Mrs Lucy Toh, Principal of St. Andrew’s
Secondary School as Guest-of-Honour, who graciously gave
away the prizes to the winners of the competitive events.
Evergreen Secondary School emerged
as the winner of the SYFC Inter-School
Aeromodelling Challenge Trophy for 2012,
with Hillgrove Secondary School as the
runner-up.

FLYING EXPERIENCE IN THE

DA40 AIRCRAFT

O

n the 26 Jan 13, 2 students from
Hwa Chong Institution under the
SYFC CCA Programme had a joyride
in the DA40.
Neo Shi Zhang commented “The flight on the
DA-40 opened up a whole new experience for
me. Sitting in the copilot
seat, I felt as if the
aircraft was under my
control. I experienced
the thrill of flying and
the flight has inspired
me to work harder to be
a pilot, and harness the
power of the sky”.
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The overall results for the competitions were:
a.

School YFC Junior Rat Race C/L Electric

1st
2nd
3rd

Sim Jia Jie, Ryan
Tan Wee Li
Nur’alaiyah Bte Gasali

b.

School YFC Senior Rat Race C/L Electric

1st
2nd
3rd

Chua Wai Aik
Syahir Bin Toriman
Tan Yong Yi

c.

Flight Simulator Precision Flying Junior

1st
2nd
3rd

Quek Sze Yih, Lionel
Bryan Chang
D H Nidula Wickmal

d.

Flight Simulator Precision Flying Senior

1st
2nd
3rd

Jeremy Hoy Zhi Hao
Justin Tan
Hansen Hu

e.

Radio Control Fixed Wing In-Door 		
Pylon Racing Junior

1st
2nd
3rd

Liew Choy Kit
Bonnibelle Hoo Fang Rong
Chan Xinyin

- EGSS
- EGSS
- EGSS

- EGSS
- EGSS
- HCI

f.

Radio Control Fixed Wing In-Door 		
Pylon Racing Senior

1st
2nd
3rd

Ng Xin Xiang
Jeremy How Shun Zhong
Ang Jing Hao

g.

Best Inter-Schools Aeromodelling 		
Championship 2012

1st
Runner-up

- HGV
- HGV
- SYFCOU

Evergreen Secondary School
Hillgrove Secondary School

- SASS
- HSC
- WWSS

- SYFCOU
- SYFCOU
- SYFCOU

- HGV
- HGV
- NBSS

SYFC, RI and TP jointly 
organised a visit for 
students from EPIC.

A

nother joint community service programme organised by SYFC,
RI and TP. Students from the Early Prevention and Intervention
Centre visited SYFC and had a great time here, playing games,
taking photos with aircraft and ended the day with a good lunch!

09
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Spotlight
on Edgefield
Secondary School

S

YFC welcomes Edgefield Secondary School, joining the CCA
Programme in January 2013. A total of 15 Secondary One students
joined the CCA under the charge of the school HOD PE & CCA, Mrs
Teo Sio Ling. Edgefield Secondary School with the vision of nurturing
“Resolute and Compassionate Role Models”, aims to inculcate in their
students the love for life-long learning and a desire for a life of virtue.
This is aligned to the SYFC’s objectives of developing interest in aviation
through model airplane building and flying. At the end of the secondary
school years in Edgefield, the school hopes that the members of the
SYFC will leave the school with a set of aviation skills and continue in
their passion for flying as a pilot.

Community Service

A

s part of the corporate social responsibility efforts, SYFC was pleased to host a visit of 20 students and
teachers from the MINDS Fernvale Gardens School on 19 Oct 12. They had a fun time learning about
aircraft, flying simulators and shown around the DA40 aircraft.
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NCC Camp Pinnacle

A

total of 300 NCC cadets visited SYFC on 5 Dec 12
as part of their Camp Pinnacle activites. They were
given a brief on the operations of SYFC including
being given a chance to see the DA40 aircraft and
hands-on experience flying in the CCA flight simulators.

SINDA VISITed syfc
A group of parents and their children from SINDA
visited SYFC. They toured the clubhouse and
were delighted to know that their children will
have the opportunities to learn flying as a CCA
when they join a Junior College or Polytechnic.

11
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S’pore Discovery Centre

proudly presents

AIR RACERS 3D

This is a call to all aviators: make a trip to the S’pore Discovery
Centre to watch “Air Racers 3D”.
“Air Racers 3D” puts you in the cockpit to experience the intensity
and high-speed thrills of a sports event like no other for the very
first time in 3D. Join elite pilots fighting for position at twice the
speed of a Formula 1 race. Fly into Nevada’s “Valley of Speed” for a
breathtaking exploration of the fastest race in the world combined
with spectacular air show entertainment: the legendary Reno
National Championship Air Races.
SYFC members get to enjoy a special discount at SDC from 19 March to
30 June 13 by showing the original cover page of the SYFC newsletter
at the SDC ticketing counter.

Please visit www.sdc.com.sg for more information

The SYFC
Excellence
Award

F

Ive SYFC Excellence Award were presented to 5 students
from Beatty Sec, Tanjong Kation Sec, Bukit Panjang
Government High School, ACS(Barker) and River Valley
High School. We congratulate the winners for their outstanding
performance in CCA in 2012.

Up-coming Events

The SYFC Inter-Schools Aeromodelling Competitions 2013 will
be held from 07 to 14 September 2013 and the Aeromodelling
Federation of Singapore National Aeromodelling
Championships from 20 to 23 June 2013.
Visit SYFC web-site www.syfc.sg
for more details.
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BREITLING TEAMS

FLY HIGH IN CHINA

Breitling has introduced its legendary aviation teams to China. Both the
Breitling Jet Team and the Breitling Wingwalkers took part in the 9th
China International Aviation & Aerospace Exhibition (Airshow China 2012).
Breitling is the official timekeeper of the event held in Zhuhai, Guangdong,
from 13th to 18th November 2012. The breathtaking performances
of the teams at the Airshow were one of the highlights of the
“Breitling Dragon Tour”.
The highly experienced pilots of the Breitling Jet Team flew seven L-39C
Albatros jets in formation less than 3 m (10 ft) apart and at speeds of up to
700 km/h (435 mph), performing impressive sequences of synchronized
rolls, loops, and crossovers. This dazzling show vividly reflected the
precision, speed and courage of these ultimate professionals.
Offering a contrasting display, the Breitling Wingwalkers performed an
elegant and unique routine for the Chinese crowds below. Standing on
top of the two open cockpit Stearman biplanes, the girls endured speeds
of up to 240 km/h (150 mph) and forces up to 4G during their 20-minute
performance.
The presence of Breitling team in China demonstrates the longstanding
association between Breitling and aviation.

SPOT the PLANES CONTEST
Prizes: 10 book vouchers worth $20 each.

A

B

What are the names of the aircraft shown in the above pictures?
a.

b.

c.

d.

D

Please submit a photocopy of this completed form to the CCA Manager,
SYFC, 515 West Camp Road, Singapore 797695 to reach us by 1 June 2013.
Each person is only entitled to one entry, and only members of SYFC may
participate. The decision for winners by SYFC is final. Results will be published
in the next newsletter.

SPOT the Planes Contest Winners - October 2012

Name & NRIC No:
SYFC Membership No:
School:
Class:

C

Age:

Address:			
Tel:

1.	Don Ho		
Ahmad Ibrahim Secondary School
2. Jeremy Hoy
West Spring Secondary School
3. Benedict Wee			
Anglo-Chinese School
(Barker Road)
4. Emmanuel Kuan		
Chung Cheng High School (Main)
5. Keith Low		
Montfort Secondary School

6.	Damien Chong		
Maris Stella High School
7. Laurence Lim		
Bowen Secondary School
8. Nicole Kwok Si Wei
Paya Lebar Methodist Girls’
School (Sec)
9. Jimmy Chiun Wei Ming		
Compassvale Secondary School
10. Pey Ruo-Song		
School of Science and Technology

